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. Denton and Cartes Humpheys, and report the 
= thie House; and that the petition accompanying this 
olution be referred to said committee. 


On the motion of Mr. TIBBATTS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia,be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of adopting the following 
joint resolution: 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
elaw approved April 23, 1808, providing for the arming 
and equipping the militia of the United States and Territo- 
ries, be, and the same is hereby, amended, so that one quar- 
ter of the said appropriation shall be expended in the water- 
roof ammunition invented and manufactured by Samuel 
Polts provided Colt will furnish the required quantity on 
the same terms as he has supplied the same kind of car- 
tridges for the use of the regular service of the United States. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked and obtained leave 
to introduce a joint resolution to repeal a part of the 
joint resolution of the 11th of September, 1841, rel- 
ative to armories, arsenals, and forts, &c.; which 
was twice read, and lies over. 


ONE-HOUR RULE. 

Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would move for leave to introduce a resolution to 
repeal the 34th rule of the House, usually known 
as the hour rule. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF offered the following, 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill making an 
appropriation of $5,000 for the completion of the work for 


the preservation of the harbor at Sandusky city, as recom- 
mended by the bureau of topographical engineers. 


On motion of Mr. SCHENCK, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire and report whether some amendment is 
not necessary in the law regulating the compensation of 
custom-house gaugers for ascertaining, by estimate or 
otherwise, the weight of molasses imported into the United 
States, which pays a specific duty per pound 

Mr. McILVANE, from the Committee on the 
Expenditures in the War Department, reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com- 
municate to this House the circumstances under which 
yo was made for certain slaves which emigrated 

est with the Indians, according to the abstracts of dis- 
bursements made by Lt. Capers, Indian agent, 
fer the whey | September 30, 1843, and communicated 
to this pode e2d Auditor of the Treasury, April 20, 
1844, and also the authority for such payment. 

Mr. BURKE, from the Committee on the Libra- 
ry, reported, with amendments, the bill providing 
for the purchase of certain copies of the history of 
Oregon and California, and the other territories on 
the northwest coast of America. 

Mr. DAWSON gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill making Baton Rouge, in 
Louisiana, the permanent location for the office of 
the surveyor general of said State, and for other 
purposes; also, to introduce a bill to authorize a 
survey of the mouth of the Red river, and for other 
purposes. 

tr. I. E. MORSE gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill to aid the courts of the 
several States and Territories in procuring and 
taking testimony in certain cases. 

Mr. SLIDELL offered the following; which was 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
for the erection of acustom-house at New Orleans. 


DUTY ON SALT. 


Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS offered the following 
resolution; on which he demanded the previous 
question: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to report a bill to repeal the duty on salt. 

Mr. ANDREW STEWART inoved to lay the 
resolution on the table. 

The SPEAKER remarked to the gentleman that 
there was already a bill on the calendar for the same 


a 
_Mr. DAVIS said he preferred to have en expres- 
sion of the sense of the House on this resolution. 


Mr. EDWARD J. BLACK desired t> move an 
amendment, if it was in order. 


The SPEAKER said an amendment was not in 
order, the previous question having been moved. 
yeas and nays were called for on the motion 
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to lay on the table, and the question being taken by 
tellers, the House refused to order the yeas and 
nays—ayes 24, noes 98, (not a fifth of the members 
voting for the yeas and nays—the number required 
by the constitution to order them.) 

The question was then taken by tellers, and deci- 
ded in the affirmative—ayes 71, noes 58. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. PETTIT offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be directed 
to inquire into the expediency of extending the provisions 
of the pre-emption law to the lands knownas “the great 
Miami reservation” in Indiana. 

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT introduced a bill 
for the relief of Elizabeth Fitch; which was twice 
read, and referred to the Committee on Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

r. THOMAS SMITH moved the following 
resolution; which was laid on the table one day, un- 
der the rule: 


Resolved, That the Clerk report to this House the amount 
paid each year for books since the commencement of the 
system of furnishing them to members; the amount it will 
cost to fill the order adopted at the last session; the number 
of members of Congress that are now receiving and who 
have received the same before, of the “public archives” 
printed by an order of this House; and what will be the 
probable number of volumes that will yet be printed of that 
work, and what it will cost per volume. 


On motion of Mr. SAMPLE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of providing for the drainage of the 
wet lands in the land districts of Fort Wayne and Winamac 
land offices, in the State of Louisiana. 


WABASH AND ERIE CANAL. 


Mr. OWEN, pursuant to notice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to introduce a bill to grant certain lands 
in the State of Indiana, the better to enable the said 
State to extend and complete the Wabash and Erie 
canal from Terre Haute to the Ohio river; which 
was read twice, and, on Mr. O.’s motion, referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HENLEY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of so amending the 48th rule of the 
House of Representatives as that a motion for adjournment 
shall not be in order previous to 4 o’clock each day; and 


that no adjournment shall take place prior to that time, un- 
‘ess by a vote of two-thirds. 


‘Mr. HOLMES, and many others, objected; and 
Mr. H. proposing to debate the resolution, it was 
laid over. 

On motion, it was 


Resolved, That when the House adjourn it adjourn to 
meet on Thursday next. 


EXHIBITION OF FOREIGN FLAGS AND AMER- 
ICAN FLAGS. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. HAM- 

METT asked leave to introduce a joint resolution, 
making a disposition of foreign flags which have 
been taken in battle, and of such flags of the United 
States as have been used in memorable battles, as fol- 
lows: 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of imerica in Congress assembled, That 
all the foreign flags in possession of the United States that 
have been taken in battle, and such American flags now in 
possession of government as have been used in memorable 
battles, shall be placed in the Rotundo of the Capitol in such 
conspicuous manner as the 4. *t Committee on the Library 
of Congress may direct. 

Mr. H. said he hoped the resolution would be 
now passed, as he thought no member could object 
to it. 

After some conversation, it was referred to the 
Committee on Public Buildings and Grounds. 

Mr. THOMPSON, on leave, introduced a bill ‘o 
legalize the sales of public lands made at the Choc- 
chuma and Columbus land districts, Mississippi; 
which being read the first and second time— 

Mr. T. moved that it be put on its passage. This 
bill, he observed, had passed both Houses of Con- 
gress at the last session, and received the signatures 
of the presiding officers of both Houses; but, fail- 
ing to receive the signature of the President for 
want of time, it did not become alaw. As it was 
entirely unexceptionable, he hoped there would be 
no objection to passing it at once. 

Some objections being made— 

The SP ER intimated that it was necessary, 





under the rules, to refer this bill to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

After some conversation—- 

Mr. THOMPSON acquiesced in the reference of 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union; and it was accordingly so referred. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. DOUGLASS, in pursuance of notice given, 
obtained leave, and introduced a joint resolution for 
the annexation of Texas to the United States, in 


conformity with the treaty of 1803 for the purchase 
of Louisiana. 


The resolution, which is in the following words, 
was read the first and second time, and, on motion 
of Mr. D., referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union: 


Joint resolutions for the reannexation of Texas to the Uni- 
ted States, in conformity with the treaty of eighteen hun- 
dred and three, for the purchase of Louisiana. 


Whereas, by the provisions of the treaty of cighteen hun- 
dred and three, between the United States and France, com- 
monly called the Louisiana ay, all that country known 
as Texas was ceded and prarepes to the United States; and 
whereas it was stipulated in the said treaty that the inhabi- 
tants of the ceded territory should be incorporated into the 
union of the United States, and admitted as soon as possible, 
according to the principles of the federal constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities of 
citizens of the United States, and inthe mean time should 
be protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, proper- 
ty, and the religion which they professed; and whereas the 


present inhabitants of Texas, being the rightful owners . 


thereof, have signified their willingness and desire to be re- 
annexed to the United States and incorporated into the 
Union, according to the principles of the federal constitu- 
tion and the stipulations of the said treaty: therefore— >» 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That, 
from and after the passing of these resolutions, and the con- 
currence of the supreme authorities of ‘Texas therein, the 
country known as Texas be, and the same is hereby, 
reannexed to and madea portion of the territory ofthe United 
States; and the inhabitants of the said territory of Texas 
shall be incorporated into the union of the United States, 
and admitted as soon as possible, according to the principles 
of the federal constitution, to the enjoyment of all the 
rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens of the 
United States; and in the mean time they shall be protected 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the re- 
ligion which they profess. 

2. nd jbe it further resolved, That the country hereby 
reannexed shall be known as the Territory of Texas; and 
until further provision shall be made, the existing laws of 
Texas, not incousistent with these resolutions, shali remain 
in force; and all executive and judicial officers of Texas 
shall retain their offices, subject to the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, with all the power and authority appertaining 
thereto, not inconsistent with, and necessary to carry into 
execution the objects and purposes of these resolutions; and 
the courts of justice shall remain as at present established 
and organized. 

3. nd be it further resolved, That all titles to real estate, 
valid under the existing laws of Texas, shall be deemed and 
held valid by the United States. 

4. And be it further resolved, That the public lands in the 
said Territory of Texas, be, and the same are hereby, 

ledged for the payment of the debts for which the faith of 

exas stands pledged, supposed not to exceed ten millions 
of dollars; and in addition to the public lands hereby 
pledged, all the net revenue derived from customs and du- 
ties imposed on the importation of foreign merchandise, and 
collected within the limits of the said Territory of Texas, 
after deducting a sum sufficient to defray the expenses in- 
curred by the United States for the — of the said Terri- 
tory of Texas, shall be applied to the payment of the said 
debts of Texas, until the same shall be extinguished; and al- 
ter the extinguishment of said debts, the residue of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of said lands, and the said customs and 
duties, shall go into the treasury ofthe United States, 


a. ind bei: further re-uived, That the amount and validity 
of said debts shall be ascertained, and the said lands dis- 
posed of, and the proceeds thereot. and the said duties and 
customs applied to their payment in such manner as the 


Congress of the United States shail direct. 

6. ind be it further resolved, That the territory and prop- 
erty hereby annexed and ceded to the United States, shall 
be construed to embrace all public lots and squares, vacant 
lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and springs, public edifices, 
fortifications, barracks, ports, and harbors; navy and navy- 
yards; docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and accoutre- 
ments; archives and public documents; public funds, debts, 
taxes, and dues, unpaid at the time of annexation. 

7. And be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of 
the Congress of the United States, in Jisposing of the public 
lands, to appropriate the sixteenth section of every town- 
ship to the purposes of educatiun; and when the same can- 
not be so applied in consequence of previous grants, or 
other causes, equal provision shall be made by grant of 
land elsewhere in the said wee 

8. And be it further resolved, That nothing herein con- 
tained shell he construed to affect or in any way interfere 
with the sixth section of the act approved the sixth of 
March, eighteen hundred and twenty, admitting the State 
of Missouri into the Union, and commonly called the Mis- 
souri compromise, that ect having passed and epproved 
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wrior to the ratification of the treaty commonly called the 
‘lorida treaty, by which Texas was ceded to Spain. 

9. And be it further resolved, That if any disputes shall 
arise with any foreign oe oe the western bound- 
ary of Texas, the President of the United States is hereby re- 
quested to open negotiations for the adjustmeut of the 
same a and honorable terms, so soon as these reso- 
lutions shall be concurred in by the supreme authorities of 
Texas. 

10. And be it further resolved, That these resolutions are 
hereby declared to be the fundamental law of union be- 
tween the United States and Texas as soon as the supreme 
authorities of Texas shall agree to the same; and it shall 
be the duty of the President of the United States, so soon as 
he shall be officially notified of such agreement on the purt 
of Texas, to announce he same by proclamation. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, in pursuance of notice 

iven, asked and obtained leave, and introduced a 
Fin for the relief of Wm. McCauley, and a bill for 
the relief of Isaac Barker; both of which were twice 
read, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. , 

Mr. WENTWORTH, on leave, introduced a bill 
to construct a marine hospital at Chicago, providing 
the same can be done from the proceeds of the sales 
of the military reservations in said State: read the 
first and second time, and referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. ; 

Mr. SAMPLE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law fer the drainage of 
the wet lands in the land districts of Fort Wayne and Win- 
namac land offices, inthe State of Indiana. 

Mr. FICKLIN gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill to provide for disposing of the 
public lands to the States in which they lie, upon 
equitable terms, and for other purposes. 

Mr. HARDIN offered the following resolution; 
which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing a law to 
prevent the transportation to, and landing in, the United 
States, of convicted criminals and of paupers, sent by the 
officers of any foreign government to be landed inthe 
United States. 

Mr. McCLERNAND offered the following reso- 
lution; which, on notice of debate, lies over: 

Resolved, That the poe employed in the packing- 

a 


room last session, be allowed the same compensation for 
their servies that the messengers of this House receive. 


Mr. McCLERNAND offered the following reso- 
lution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of making an adequate ap- 
propriation for the removal of the obstructions to the navi- 

ation of the Mississippi at the Grand rapids, and of the 
Ohio at the grand and little chains in said river. 

Mr. BELSER gave notice that on to-morrow, or 
some day thereafter, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce « bill to refund to the State of Alabama a cer- 
tain amount of money therein named, and due to the 
said State, for expendidtures on account of Indian 
hostilities in the years 1836 and 1837. 

Mr. REUBEN CHAPMAN offered the following 
resolution; which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing 
pensions to Elizabeth Akin, Elizabeth Merrill, Bryant 
Smith, Silas Sterling, and —— Bushart, all of Alabama, 
whose papers are now on file in the Pension office. 

Mr. HOUSTON gave notice of his intention to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, to introduce a bill 
to cede to the State of Alabama the public lands in 
that State for purposes of education. 

Mr. BOWLIN gave notice that he would to-mor- 
row, or some subsequent day, ask leave to introduce 
a bill to amend the act entitled ‘‘An act to regulate 
trade and intercourse with the Indian tribes, and to 

reserve peace in the territories” approved June 30, 

834. 

Mr. BOWLIN offered the following resolution; 
which lies over one day: 

Resolved. That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be communicated to this House the pro- 
ceedings and evidence taken in the examination into the 
official conduct of Silas Reed, surveyor general of Illinois 
and Missouri, taken at St. Louis in the State of Missouri 
during the year 1844, together with all the papers and doc- 
uments relating thereto. 

Mr. HUGHES offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands in- 
quire into the expediency of patenting to James E. Noel 
and others, such public lands as they may hereafter select 
in consideration of money deposited by them to enter cer- 
tain lands specified in certificates issued by William 
Wright, receiver of public moneys at Palmyra, Missouri, 
but used by said receiver to his own private use. 

Mr. CROSS sub:nitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resoleed, That the Committee on Public Lands be instruct- 
¢4 to inquire into the expediency of changing the boundary 
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of the Red river land district, in the State of Arkansas, so 
as to make the Washita friver, from the mouth of the little 
Missouri river, constitute a portion of the eastern boundary 
thereof. 

Mr. DAWSON gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill making Baton Rouge, in Lou- 
isiana, the permanent location for the office of the 
surveyor general of said State, and for other pur- 
poses; also, notice of a motion for leave to intro- 
duce a bill to authorize a survey of the mouth of the 
Red river, and for other purposes. 

Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE gave notice of a mo- 
tion for leave to introduce a bill to aid the courts of 
the several States and Territories in procuring and 
taking testimony in certain cases. 

Mr. SLIDELL offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into and report upon the expediency of making 


ers for the erection of a custom-house at New 
rieans. 


_Mr. JAMES B. HUNT, on leave, introduced a 
bill to amend the act entitled “An act to establish 
the northern boundary line of Ohio, and to provide 
for the admission of the State of Michigan into the 
Union, = the conditions therein expressed,” ap- 
proved, June 15, 1836: read the first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LYON offered the following resolution; which 
lies over one day on notice of debate: 

Resvlved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed to furnish tothis House a copy of a letter dated the 
24th November, 1838, and the papers occompanying the 
same addressed to the Secretary ofthe Treasury by John 
Shelden, esq,, register of the land office at Mineral Point, 
on the subject of the alleged frauds in the sale of mineral 
lands in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

The House then adjourned over to Thursday 
next. 





The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. DILLINGHAM: The petition and memorial of the 
trustees of ‘the Norwich University and others, asking a 
grant of public land to that institution: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

By. Mr. J. W. DAVIS: Sundry petitions, signed by about 
1,500 persons, citizens of the State of Indiana, praying Con- 
gress to grant certain lands to assist the State in completing 
the Wabash and Erie canal tothe Ohioriver. Also, the pro- 
ceedings of a meeting of the citizens of Daviess county, In- 
diana, upon the same subject. 

By Mr. THOMPSON: The memorial of Fleming Wood, 
praying to be indemnified for loss of property seized by offi- 
cers of the United States for an alleged violation of the laws 
regulating trade and intercourse with the Indians; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. The peti- 
tion of the West Feliciana Railroad Company, to the hono- 
rable the Senate and House of Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in Congress convened: referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

By Mr. DUNLAP: The petition of Lydia Baker, widow of 
Josiah Baker, asking for a pension for revolutionary services 
of her husband. ‘The petition of Samuel Larrabee, asking 
fora pension for revolutionary services. The petition of 
William Allen, asking for a pension. The petition of Nice 
Berry, widow of Beletiah Berry, asking fora pension. The 
petition of Holt Ingraham of Portland, Maine, asking for 
compensation for services rendered the United States. 

By Mr. WM. WRIGHT: The memorial of John H. Ste 
phens and others, praying for an appropriation to improve 
the navigation of the Passaic river. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of William M. Beebe and 
sundry other citizens of Hudson, Summit county, Ohio, 
praying the total abolition of the franking privilege; and for 
the reduction of postage to five cents for a quarter of an 
ounce on letters sent to any part of the United States: re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 
The petition of Elisha N. Lile and 7 other citizens of 
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio, praying that the franking privilege 
be abolished; and that postage on letters be reduced to five 
cents for each half ounce weight for all distances: referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. WM. J. BROWN: The petition of the heirs of Na- 
thaniel Ashby. Also the petition of Lemuel Robinett: re- 
ferred to the appropriate committees. 

By Mr. CATLIN: The petition of Joseph Lawrence, 
praying that certain duties by him paid may be refunded: 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 





Wasnincron city, Dec. 23, 1844. 


Messrs. Biairn anv Rives: Your report of what 
I said on Saturday, when Mr. Hunt had the floor, 
is not precisely correct, although the subsequent re- 
marks of the gentleman from New York, as given 
by you, show that he understood me. What I did 
say was this: “Does the gentleman from New York 
mean to represent Mr. James G. Birney as having 
been nominated or supported by the democratic 
party of Michigan, or as having accepted a nomina- 
tion from the democratic party, as a  Ifhe 


did mean to make such representation, I beg him to 
understand that it is entirely false and unfounded.” 
My reply to Mr. Hunt's inquiry was intended to 





convey the same idea. I would here state that the 
democratic party of Michigan never has considered 
Mr. Birney as identified with it; and if he did, dur- 
ing the late canvass, accept any nomination as q 
democratic nomination, it 1s news to me. 
Yours, &c., 
R. McCLELLAND. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvrspay, Decemper 26, 1844. 

Messrs. Sevier and Simmons were in their seats 
to-day. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
Mrs. Nourse, praying for the settlement of a balance 
due to her late husband: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. ARCHER presented two memorials from 
citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for some reform of 
the naturalization laws: referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee asked and obtained 
leave to withdraw the petition and papers of William 
Hanson from the files; and they were, on his mo- 
tion, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of James 
Way and others: referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr. T. also, pursuant to notice heretofore given, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for 
quieting the title to certain lots in the towns of Per. 
rysburg and Croghansville, in Wood county, Ohio 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BAGBY gave notice that to-morrow, or 
on some future day, he would ask leave to introduce 
a bill for carrying into effect the existing compact 
between the general government and the States of 
Alabama oar Mississippi_in regard to the five per 
cent. school fund. 


Mr. STURGEON presented the following peti- 
tions and memorials: 

The petition of Elijah Hall concerning a claim 
growing out of French spoliations prior to 1800: 
laid on the table, a general bill on the subject hav- 
ing been reported to the Senate. 

"The memorial of the common council of Philadel- 
phia, praying for an appropriation to repair the 
piers in the Delaware river: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The petition of Dr. Charles Taylor: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

The memorial of a large number of citizens of 
Pennsylvania, praying for the organization of a 
government for the Territory of Oregon: referred to 
the Oregon Committee. ; 

The petition of certain citizens of Pennsylvania, 
praying for a reduction of the rates of postage: re- 
ferred to the Post Office Committee. : 

Mr. ATCHISON presented the petition of Rich- 
ard Phillips: referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of John McClenahan: referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of certain 
citizens of Arkansas, praying for the establishment 
of a new post route in that State: referred to the 
Post Office Committee. 

Mr. FOSTER of New York presented the fol- 
lowing memorials and petitions: : 

The memorial of citizens of New York, praying 
for a reduction of postage: referred to the Post Office 
Committee. 

The petition of Gregory Thomas and others, 

raying compensation for losses sustained by the 
Locale of the steamboat Washington: referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The memorial of the Chamber of Commerce, 
New York, in favor of the warehousing system: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. _ 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE asked and obtained leave 
to withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers of Harvey Parke; and they were referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also the petition and papers of James Moody: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. . 

Mr. FAIRFIELD asked and_ obtained leave to 
withdraw from the files of the Senate the petition 
and papers of T. Smith. . 

r. NILES asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw from the filesof the Senate the petition and 
papersof Walter Loomis and Abel Gay; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BREESE gave notice that to-morrow, 0F 
on some future day, he would ask leave to intro- 
duce a bill for allowing drawbacks in certain cases. 





rf 242s eS AD 





ee a ee se. ae ee 


_—_ a, —_- ae a on. ae 


Mr. JOHNSON offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to complete the marine hospital in the city of New Orleans, 
and into the expediency o snaperngenes to improve the 
harbor at Port Ponchartrain, in the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. BREESE offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Carlyle, by Hanover, in Clinton 
county, to Belleville, by Mascoutah, in St. Clair county, in 
the State of Illinois. 


Mr. WOODBURY offered the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the further sum of sixty-five dollars be 
paid from the contingent fund of the Senate, being one-half 
of the amount supposed to be necessary to complete the 
payment of the eee attending the funeral of those 

rsons who were killed on board the Princeton steamship; 

rovided that the Secretary of the Senate, after a careful 
scrutiny, be satisfied that so much is due. 


Mr. W. explained that, when the order was 
made last session to pay these funeral expenses, the 
whole amount was not known; but having been 
since ascertained by the committee to which the 
subject had been referred, it was found necessary to 
provide for the discharge of the balance due of $65; 
which was the object of this resolution, 

The adverse report inthe case of Henry H. Wil- 
liams was next taken up and confirmed. 

The engrossed bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to compromise with the sureties of 
Samuel Swartwout, was read a third time and 


passed. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Henry Ree- 
side coming up next in order, it was, on motion of 
Mr. STURGEON, in the absence of his colleague, 
postponed till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was agreed that 
when the Senate adjourn it be to Monday next. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBURY, the previous 
orders were pmeenee. and the bill for the relief of 
William Rich was taken up, considered, amended, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Miles King and 
his assigns, being next in order on the calendar, 
was taken up for consideration as in committee of 
the whole. 

Mr. WOODBURY called for information on the 
subject. 


Mr. BERRIEN said the subject was up last 
session, and was duly investigated. The object of 
the bill was to have a disputed account adjusted 
and settled between the United States and the claim- 
ant. The United States had brought suit against 
him for an alleged balance; and, on coming to tri- 
al in one of the courts of Virginia, the attorney gen- 
eral consented to an arbitration, the award of which 
was, that instead of the claimant owing any thing, 
the United States was indebted tohim. The object 
of this bill was to refer the whole case to one of the 
auditors of the government, under the directions 
of the Attorney General, for examination and ad- 
justment. 


Mr. HAYWOOD protested strongly against this 
mode of establishing claims heretofore disputed and 
rejected by the proper departments of the govern- 
ment. Undea the general laws the departments 
are bound to examine and settle all accounts reiating 
to their respective departments;and the claimant 
could have no ne in getting hi’ account set- 
tled and i if any thing was really due tohim. 

Mr. BERRIEN explained that the billdid not as- 
sume that anything was due. It only referred the 
matter to the auditor for investigation and adjust- 
ment. 

Mr. HAYWOOD objected, that the very reference 
of the award of arbitration was in effect a direction 
to its consideration as a guide for the adjustment. 
If nothing but a fair settlement of the accounts was 
required, what necessity was there for this bill, as 
the claimant could have the same adjustment of his 
accounts under the general law by a reference to the 
auditor? 

Mr. NILES objected to this new practice of es- 
tablishing unfounded claims against the government; 
and opposed the bill on the same grounds urged by 
the senator from North Carolina. 

Mr. ARCHER remarked that he would prefer a 
postponement of the case, as he wished to loak 
a He moved its postponement to Monday 
_ The further consideration of the bill was accord- 
gly postponed to Monday. 
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On motion by Mr. EVANS, the joint resolution 
of last session in favor of David Shaw, was taken 
up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed, and 
read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the report 
of the coast survey communicated by the Secretary 
of the Treasury was ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate, and 300 additional copies for the 
use of the department. 

The bill for the relief of William Russell was 
taken up, considered, amended, and ordered to be 
engrossed and read a third time. 

he Senate bill granting alternate sections of the 
public lands to the State of Indiana, for aiding it in 
the extension of the Wabash and Erie canal from 
Terrehaute to Evansville, on the Ohio river, was 
taken up, considered, and ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time. 

The Senate bill for the relief of Asa Andrews 
next coming up, it was objected to, on the same 
grounds as those which had been maintained against 
the bill for the relief of King. So the bill was 
postponed till Monday. 

The Senate bill reported by the Committee on 
Public Lands, authorizing the State of Illinois to 
tax lands sold by the government, from the day of 
sale, was taken up; but— 

Mr. JOHNSON remarked that he thought all the 
new States were entitled to the same rule; and, for 
the sake of gaining time to consider the matter, he 
moved to lay the bill on the table till Monday. 

The bill was ordered to be laid on the table till 
Monday, accordingly. 

Mr. BARROW offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred certain resolutions in relation to the expedien- 
cy of amending the naturalization laws, with power to send 
for persons and papers, be also authorized to take testimony 


by commission in relation to the several matters embraced 
in those resolutions. 


On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, the vote adopt- 
ing the resolution submitted by him some days since, 
requiring the Secretary of the Senate to collect the 
plates of engravings made for the public documents 
was reconsidered, and the resolution was laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 26, 1844. 


Mr. HUNGERFORD moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote on Monday, ordering to a third 
reading the bill in relation to the pay and mileage 
of members of Congress; and moved to postpone the 
consideration of that motion till the 3d of January; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HAMMETT presented the petition of Wm. 
Couch; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. MORSE, leave was granted 
to John Farnham to withdraw his petition and pa- 
pers. 

WABASH AND ERIE CANAL LANDS. 


Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT gave notice that he 
would to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act appropria- 
ting certain lands to the State of Indiana, for the 
completion of the Wabash and Erie canal, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. ADAMS, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of John Holmes, and the legal representatives 
of the crew of the schooner Industry: read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved the reconsideration of the 
vote on the adoption of the resolution granting leave 
of absence to one of the clerks of the House, and 
authorizing the Clerk toemploy a substitute, 

The reconsideration being ordered, and the ques- 
tion recurring on the resolution, 

A discussion took place, in which Messrs. 
HALE, BIDLACK, HOUSTON, BOWER, C. 
JOHNSON, JAMESON, and STONE participated. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to strike out that 
clause of the resolution which authorized the Clerk 
to empioy a substitute in the place of Mr. Lusk. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved the previous question, 
and it was sustained by the House. 

The question then recurred on the adoption of the 
arnent; on which a quorum did not vote. 

-Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Biptacx and 
Taomasson were ms and they reported 35 
ia the affirmative, and 70 inthe negative. Still no 
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Mr. REDING moved that when this House ad- 
journ it adjourn to meet again on Monday next. 

The yeas and nays were called for and ordered, 
and resulted thus—yeas 28, nays 111. 

So the motion was not to. 

A motion was made to adjourn; on which the 
yeas and nays being ordered, it was withdrawn. 

Mr. HOLMES remarked that, as the House now 
manifested a disposition to oa to business, he 
would suggest to them that there was a bill—— 

The SPEAKER observed that the pending ques- 
tion was on the motion of amendment by Mr. Cave 
Jounson to the resolution which had been under 
consideration. 

The question was then taken, and the said amend- 
ment was rejected. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
original resolution— 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered. 

The resolution was then adopted. 

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. BELSER inquired of the Speaker what was 
the order of the day. 

The SPEAKER replied, the call of the Territo- 
ries for resolutions. 

Mr. BELSER moved to suspend the rules, and 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union; giving notice that, 
if this motion should succeed, he should move to 
take up the subject of the annexation of Texas. 

The SPEAKER decided that this motion to sus- 
pend the rules was not in order, the rules having al- 
ready been suspended for the reception of resolu- 
tions. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL suggested that one or 
two executive communications which were on the 
Speaker’s table be read before the House. 

The SPEAKER said it could not be done, except 
by the general consent of the House. 

Mr. RATHBUN objected, and called for the reg- 
ular order of business. 

The call of the States and Territories for resolu- 
tions was then resumed, cemmencing with the Ter- 
ritory of Florida. 

Mr. LEVY offered the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be di- 
rected to inquire into the propriety of making an appropria- 


tion for the payment of arrearages due for legislative and 
executive expenditures in the several Territories. 


Mr. HENRY DODGE gave notice that he would 
to-morrow, or some subsequent day, ask leave to 
introduce a bill for the erection of a light-house at 
Southport, in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Also, a bill for the payment of certain arrearages 
equitably due to the Stockbridge nation of Indians, 


and for other pepo. é 

Mr. H. DO offered the following, which was 
agreed to: 

Resotved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
uire into the expediency of ares survey for a road 
rom Green Bay, in the Territory of Wisconsin, to Copper 

Harbor, in the State of Michigan. 


Mr. A. C. DODGE offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be, and it is 
hereby, directed to furnish, for the use of this House, 1,400 
copies of the map, and report in reference to the same, of 
the country west of the Mississippi, made by J.N. Nicolett, 
esq., under the direction of the chief of the corps of topo- 
graphical engineers, and published by the Senate at the 
present session. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON moved to amend the resolu- 
tion, so as to make it instruct the Committee on 
Engraving to inquire into the expediency of print- 
ing the amnesia. 

Mr. A. ©. DODGE said he hoped it would be 
the pleasure of the House> to adopt the  res- 
olution in the shape in which he had offered 
it. He had no objection to the amendment of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, but the delay which 
might result from its adoption. The map and re- 
port related to the region from whence Mr. Dover 
came; and as the Territory of lowa was knocking 
at the door for admission into the federal Union, 
the question of her boundaries was one of much 
consequence, as was the procurement of accurate 
information touching the whole of that most inter- 
esting section of country. 

Mr. D. said the report and accompanying map, 
made by Mr. Nicolet, of the region of the upper 
Mississippi, would be found the most accurate, 
scientific, interesting, and instructive, ever made in 
this country. It was prepared under the direction 
of Congress, and the supervision of the War De 
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partment. It commences at the city of St. Louis as 
its southeastern point of departure, and terminates 
at our northern boundary, east of the Rocky moun- 
tains, extending from the 39th to the 49th parallel of 
north latitude, and from 90 to 100 of longitude west 
of Greenwich; embracing the country from Lake 
Superior on the east to the great western bend of the 
Missouri on the west, and the entire basin of the 
Upper Mississippi, including a region more exten- 
sive than several of the t States of the Union. 
Mr. Nicolett’s survey embraces 245 geographical 
positions, deduced from more than ten thousand as- 
tronomica! observations. f 

Mr. D. said that in anticipation of opposition to 
his motion he had gone to one of the assistant secre- 
taries of the Senate to obtain, and he had gotten ac- 
curate informotion, respecting the cost of the publi- 
cation. The r upon which could be printed 
1,500 copies of Nicolett's map, would cost but forty- 
nine dollars. The Printing and engraving of that 
number of copies of the map would cost but two 
hundred and ten dollars; making in all but two 
hundred and fifty-nine dollars. r. D. trusted that 
the House would adopt hia resolution. 

The question was then taken, and the amendment 
of Mr. Semmens was adopted. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

Mr. DODGE, on leave, also offered the two fol- 
lowing resolutions, which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Meuns be in- 
stracted to inquire into the expediency ef applying so much 
of the appropriation, made at the last session of Congress, to 
defray the legislative expenses of the Territory of lowa, 
‘‘and the arrearages of previous sessions,” as may be unex- 
pended, after the liquidation of said arrearages, to the pay- 
ment ofthe expenses of a convention, for the formation of a 
State constitution held in said Territory, in the month of Oc- 
tober last. And that they report by bill or otherwise. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the report of Captain T. J. Cram, of 
the survey of the h rat the town of Dubuque, in the 
Territory of lowa. Also, the report of Captain Barney, the 
eitizen engineer, kaving charge of the construction and im- 
provement of certain roads in the same Territory. 


Mr. TIBBATTS gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or some subsequent day, move for leave 
to introduce a bill farther to amend an act entitled 
“An act to regulate arrests on mesne process in the 
District of Columbia,” approved August first, eigh- 
teen hundred and forty-two. 


BETTING ON ELECTIONS. 


_ Mr. BRODHEAD offered the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expedfercy of more effectually provi- 


ding 7 law against betting on presidential and congress- 
ional elections. 


Mr. HAMLIN asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution. 

r. PETTIT objected; and proposing to debate 
the resolution, it lies over. 

Mr. ADAMS moved for the call of the States for 
petitions in order. 

Mr. RATHBUN asked and obtained leave to of- 
fer a resolution directing an inquiry by the Commit- 
tee on Commerce into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for improving the harbor of Little 
Sodus Bay, in New York. The resolution was 
agreed to. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. DUNLAP reported from the Committee on 
Commerce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be request- 
ed to communicate to this House his opinion as to the pro- 
priety of the purchase by the United States of the residue of 
the stock held by individual stockholders in the Louisville 
and Portland Canal Company, with the view to the making 
the navigation of said canal free from toll; and also the 
terms on which, in the opinion of the said secretary, the 
said purchase can be made, and the probable amount of 
money which will be required to effect the same. 


Mr. ADAMS remarked that this resolution called 
on the Secretary of the Treasury for an opinion—an 
opinion on the matter of money of the treasury of 
the United States. He would rather that this 
House would make its opinion for itself, most espe- 
cially as it related to the Portland canal; and the 
Secretary of the Treasury was the person whose 
opinion was called for. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rejected. 

Mr. THOMASSON moved to reconsider this 
vote, and wished the motion entered on the journal, 
as he did not care to press it now. 

The SPEAKER replied that if the motion was 
made, the House would be obliged to act upon it 
now. 


The question was taken, and the House refused 
to reconsider the vote. 
So the resolution is finally rejected. 


ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. BELSER renewed his motion to suspend 
the rules, to go into Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, on the subject of the annexa- 
tion of Texas. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL. Does it require a sus- 
pension of the rules under the notice that I gave of 
this motion? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative; but 
that a majority were able to suspend the rules to go 
into committee. 

Mr. BELSER asked the yeas and nayson the 
motion; which were refused by the House. 

Tellers were then asked for and refused by the 
House. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL inquired if it was now 
in order to call for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not, as they 
had been asked and refused. 

Mr.C.J. INGERSOLL said he had simply 
made the inquiry, as he should like to know the de- 
teamination of the House on the subject. 

The question was then taken and decided in the 
negative—ayes 39, noes 81. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 


HEMP. 

Mr. FRENCH asked leave to offer a resolution 
instructing the Committee on Naval Affairs to in- 
— into expediency of supplying the navy of the 

nited States with all the articles of hemp necessa- 
ry for the naval service ef the United States, with 
hemp exclusively the growth of the United 
States. 

Mr. HOLMES objeeted to the resolution, and 
proposed to debate it. 

Mr. FRENCH moved to suspend the rules for 
its reception; and on this motion he asked for the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeae and nays were not ordered; and the 

uestion being taken, the House refused to suspend 
the rules. 

Mr. PRATT, on leave, mtroduced a joint resolu- 
tion in relation to the manner of srpreving the secu- 
rities given onthe bonds of pu 


ary. 
Mr. HOLMES asked leave to offer a resolution 
in” relation to the indemnity due by Mexico to 
American citizens; but, objections being made, it 
was not then received. 
The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. McDOWELL: The petition of Elisha Abbott, 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petition of Hannah Weston for 
a pension, for services rendered by herself in the revolu- 
tionary war. 

By Mr. TYLER: The petition of A. H. Barker and others, 
praying for the erection of a light-house at the mouth of 
Cattaraugus creek, New York, and for the further prosecu- 
tion of the public works at that place. 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The pet‘tion of Moses E. Levy, 
for pay for property destroyed by the troups of the.United 
States at Micanopy, Florida. 

By Mr. PARMENTER: The petition of Samuel L. Breese, 
captain, and thirty others, eommissioned and warrant offi- 
cers on board the United States frigate Cumberland, on the 
Mediterranean station, praying that the spirit portion of the 
navy ration may be abolished: referred to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The memorial of Mrs. Ann J. Ross, 
of Virginia, praying for a pension on account of the services 
of her deceased husband: referred to the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions. , 

By Mr. HAMMETT: The petition of McHatten & Hunam, 
praying compensation for carrying the United States mail: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. R. SMITH: The petition of Janette Taylor and 
others, representatives of John Paul Jones: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of Emily C. Tu 
per, of Chicago, Illinois, to be restored to the pension roll: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. The petition from 
Benjamin Dwinell, James Wilson, and Aaron Wilson, jr., 
assignnees of Clark Wilson: referred to the Committee of 
Patents. 

By Mr. DODGE of Wisconsin: A memorial signed by 100 
citizens of Buffalo, State of New York, asking Congress 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers: referred to the Committee 
on the Public Lands. The petition signed by 336 citizens 
of Racine ceunty, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress 
foran appropriation for the erection of a light-house at the 


lic officers: read . 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judici- } 


SS 


town of Southport, on the western shore of Lake Michigan 

in said Territory: referred to the Committee on Commerce’ 
The petition signed by 336 citizens of Racine county, Ter. 
ritory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for an additional ap- 
propriation for the construction of a harbor, already com. 
menced, at the town of Southport, on the western shore of 
Lake Michigan, in said Territory: referred to the Committee 
on Cemmerce. The petition of the supervisors of Brown 
county, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress for a do. 
nation of a section of land for said county for the erection 
of a poor-house for the benefit of the paupers of said county 

referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. The me 

morial of the legislative assembly of the Territory of Wiscop. 
sin, asking Congress for an appropriation for the opening of 
aroad from Sheboyagan, by the way of Winnebago lake 

to the Fox river; and also asking an appropriation for com. 
pleting that part of the United States military road between 
Green Bay and Fond du Lac: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friway, December 27, 1844. 


The minutes of yesterday were read and ap. 
proved. 





ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 


Mr. HAMMETT rose to put a question to the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
{[Mr. C. J. Incersott.] He desired to know at 
what time that gentleman proposed to take up for 
discussion the subject of the annexation of Texas. 
He (Mr. H.) looked with deep interest on the prog- 
ress of that question, and also with deep interest to 
every step to be taken upon it during the present 
session of Congress. There were various proposi- 
tions for the annexation of Texas before the House, 
and he held it to be important that there should be 
an understanding among the friends and opponents 
of annexation respecting the time at which it would 
come up. This was important, that with the friends 
of Texas there might be some concert of action. 

Mr. HARDIN interposed, and inquired what the 
question was that was before the House, or what the 
gentleman’s intention was. 

Mr. HAMMETT said he would inform the gen- 
tleman in a few minutes. He desired to ask the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs at 
what time he proposed to call up the question of an- 
nexation. [Laughter from Mr. Harpin.] It was 
due to him, (Mr. Hammett, who is a member of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs,) as well as to 
the House, that the chairman of that committee 


_. should inform them when he intended to enter upon 


that subject—for it was, of course, expected that he 
would lead off on it, inasmuch as he was the 
author of one of the projects before the House, 
besides being the chairman of the committee to 
which the various measures had been referred. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL replied that he had sig- 
nified his intention to call up this) question last 
Monday, but there appeared to be no disposition to 
do anything during the present week, and hence he 
had not pressed it hitherto; but he would now give 
notice that he designed calling it up on Monday 
next. It was a matter of indifference to him when 
it might be; he was ready to proceed at once; but he 
mentioned next Monday because the attendance in 
the House was thin in consequence of the absence of 
members from the city. 

Mr. PARMENTER inquired what was the busi- 
ress in order. 

The SPEAKER replied that the first question was 
on these petitions and resolutions which had been 
laid over. 

Mr. PARMENTER remarked that there wasa 
hill on the calendar, entitled ‘a bill limiting the num- 
ber of commissioned and warrant officers, and regu- 
lating the complements of crews on board of vessels 
of war, and for other er, and it was very 
important that it should be acted upon during the 
present session. He did not understand that there 
was much difference of opinion on that bill, except 
as to some of its details, and therefore he held this to 
be a very favorable opportunity to take it up and 
settle its details. With that view he now moved a 
suspension of the rules to go into Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL suggested that there was 
another bill on the calendar of pressing importance, 
which would require but a few minutes for its dis- 

1. It was “‘a bill to carry into effeet the conven- 
tion between the United States and the republic of 
Peru; and he would move that the rules be suspend- 
ed for ten minutes for the disposal of that bill in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER put the question on the susprn- 
sion of the rules, and it was ed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 





mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. 
Cave Jounson in the chair. 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


The CHAIRMAN stated the question pending 
when the committee last rose, to be on the “bill to 
reduce and graduate the price of public lands in fayor 
of settlers and cultivators.” 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved the postpone- 
ment of that bill. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH claimed the floor. 

Mr. C.J. INGERSOLL insisted that he had pos- 
session of the floor. 

The CHAIRMAN informed the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that the gentleman from Illinois was 
entitled to the floor from the day on which the 
House was last in committee on this bill. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH then spoke as follows: 
I owe some apology to the committee for thrusting 
myself forward thus early in this debate, and par- 
ticularly for immediately following the talented and 
eloquent gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Cavsin] 
who last addressed the committee. And my excuse 
must be the deep interest which my constituents 
feel in this measure, and from the further fact, that 
1 am a practical farmer, and may, perhaps, on that 
account, take more interest in meting out justice to 
the great agricultural community, than the honora- 
ble —— who oppose this bill. And again, 
sir, I believe that a little practical experimental 
knowledge in this matter is worth more than all 
the fine-spun theories in the world. As there are 
many gentlemen anxious to speak on this question, 
1 shall not trespass very long on the patience of the 
the committee. 


Mr. Chairman, the proper and judicious dis- 
sition of the public lands, or management of them, 
involves principles of more vital importance to the 
people of the whole western country, than any other 
uestion which has yet come before Congress. In 
the discussion and action by this committee upon 
the bill now under consideration, which has for its 
object the graduation and reduction of the price of 
the public lands to the settlers and cultivators, I beg 
gentlemen to lay aside all local and sectional mterest 
or feeling, and come up to the question as brethren 
of one ae family, whose only object is so to act 
as will best promote the interests of the whole fam- 
ily. lcome from the West, and from one of the 
States most deeply interested in the disposition of 
these lands; and know and feel that much is due to 
the pioneer settlers of the State which I have the 
honor, in part, to represent and to the early settlers 
of the whole West—men to whose courage, energy, 
and toil, we are indebted for transforming a waste 
wilderness into a productive country. I believe that 
this government ought to bestow these lands upon 
those who, by their valor and labor, have given 
them their present value. 

Sir, I sincerely believe that justice and equity de- 
mand that they should be thus bestowed, at least so 
soon as the government shall have received from 
the sales the original cost of the lands, with the ex- 
pense of survey and sales of the same. I will not 
now advocate any bill or proposition which cannot 
be demonstrated to be for the interest of the whole 
Union. We of the West must depend mainl 
spe our mineral and agricultural resources. - And, 
Mr. Chairman, I would ask, in what does the 
wealth of our community consist? Is it in the mil- 
lions of acres of wild, unimproved lands? No, sir; 
it is in the labor laid out upon those lands, rendering 
them productive—the improvements put upon them 
—the mineral dug from the bowels of the earth by 
the enterprising miner, and the annual crops pro- 
duced by the , Ses of the honest cultivator of the 
soil,—these, sir, these are the sources of our wealth; 
and when this government will adopt the true policy 
in the aan of the public lands, every freeman 
will have # in his power to become a freeholder. If 
the government, by giving away the public lands 
which have been in market over ten years, could 
thereby insure the making of a good farm upon 
each quarter or half section of these lands now re- 
maining unsold, it would be a profitable and judi- 
cious disposition of them. 

_ The taxes alone derived from the lands when well 
improved, would, in ten years, amount to more than 
the present value of the lands. Ina country like 
Se as ve do of je epee institutions, 
our enlighten icy, our hi pet for the 
ular rights of eased we show, by our soaah a 
the disposition of the public lands—from which the 
farmer, by toil and sweat, earns not only his own 


bread, but also feeds and sustains the whole coun- | 
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try—that the sole governing principle with us is 
dollars and cents? Shall we keep the lands at such 

rices as will prevent thousands of our honest, hard- 
aboring men from becoming the owners of lands, 
and thus force ‘them to become literally “hewers of 
wood and drawers of water” for their more wealthy 
and fortunate neighbors? I do not, Mr. Chairman, 
adopt the motto “take care of the rich, and let them 
take care of the poor.” In my opinion, it is the 
bounden duty of the government to pass such laws 
as will best secure and promote the interests of the 
laboring classes; for, sir, it cannot be denied that all 
wealth is the product of labor, and whenever that 
reat interest, and more particularly the agricultural 
interest, suffers you will find all other branches of 
business deranged and depressed; for all depend, 
more or less, for their success upon the prosperity 
of the agricultural interest. 

The bill now under consideration may not be per- 
fect in all its provisions, and may require many 
modifications; still all must admit that there is a 
wide difference in the value of our lands; and com- 
mon sense would at once suggest that those who 
make the first selections will take the most valuable 
lands. There may, perhaps, be some few excep- 
tions to this rule; but the general principle is so 
plain and obvious that those who select first secure 
the most valuable lands, that I had not supposed 
any gentleman would attempt to controvert the po- 
sition; and whatever may have been the fact in re- 
lation to the lands in the State of Ohio in this re- 
spect, I can inform the honorable gentleman from 
that State, [Mr. Vinron,] who spoke against this 
bill, that in Illinois, where the lJand has been in 
market five years, the most valuable lands have all 
been purchased. Many of our best lands were set- 
tled and improved before they were offered for sale, 
or even surveyed; and such has also been the case 
in the Territories of Iowa and Wisconsin. The 
graduating scale in this bill, so far as Illinois is con- 
cerned, is, perhaps, as just and equitable as any 
general posuns that could be adopted or agreed 
upon. All who are acquainted with the value of 
lands know that some—even third rate—land, lying 
near a good market, would command a higher price 
than first rate land more remote from market; 
whilst, at the same time, these lands would be 
dearer at five cents per acre, than the first rate lands, 
in the same vicinity were at two dollars per acre. 
There are various reasoas why lands of equal rich- 
ness of soil, and lying in the same vicinity, are not 
all alike valuable. ‘ Illinois, sir, we have exten- 
sive prairies; and although the land may be unsur- 
passed in beauty and richness of sojl, still it may be 
so far from timber that its value is great! y diminish- 
ed. Those who purchase first, always select those 
lands where the timber and prairie join; and those 
who come after them have to go further into the 
prairie and purchase that at government price, and 
then buy timber land of first purchasers at five and 
ten dollars per acre. There are millions of acres of 
lands in Illinois that would be dearer as a gift than 
the same quantity, sold within five years from the 
time it came into market, was at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, or even twice that price. 
This measure seems to be regarded by some gentle- 
men as purely for the interests of the est. 
This is not so, Mr. Chairman; the benefits 
of this bill are conferred upon all who wish 
to purchase lands for immediate settlement and cul- 
tivation, it matters not from what State, country, or 
nation they may come; all, all who wish to culti- 
vate the soil are hospitably received, and are equally 
entitled to its provisions. Do not gentlemen from 
the old States feel some sympathy for those of their 
brethren who, by misfortune, or owing to the high 
prices at which lands are held in the old States, are 
unable to become the owners of land in those States? 
And will they not aid us in carrying this bill through, 
for the benefit of this worthy class of. their constitu- 
ents, and others equally deserving, who om ect 
pate in the blessing it will confer? If this bill shall 
pass, it will enable thousands to become the owners 
of the lands they cultivate. [t will give them a real 
interest in the country; it will elevate them in a 
moral point of view. They will become more in- 
dustrious and better citizens, by feeling that they 
are upon an equality in every respect with the rich- 
est man in our land. They would be freeholders. 

But (said Mr. S.) it is urged against this bill, that 
by reducing the price of the public lands you do in- 
justice to the present owners of land, by bringi 
down the price of their lands. Now, sir, this is 
such an argument as we might expect from the 
miser against any reduction in the rate of interest; 











but I did not expect to hear such an arga- 
ment introduced here. Lands are valuable, main- 
ly from their capacity to yield a support 
or living to the cultivator; and vo far as that is con- 
cerned, it matters not to the owner whether the 
land is considered worth one dollar or twenty dol 
lars per acre. It is the duty of the ee. aw 
I believe it is cheir interest also, as I have before re- 
marked, to make every freeman a freedolder. Again, 
sir, I consider it due to the new States that this bill, 
or one embracing many of its provisions, should 
become a law. Many of the new States are largely 
in debt; and while the public lands are held by the 
government at present prices, they will not sell; and 
hence these States are deprived of raising revenue 
from these unseld lands. Ard whilst our citizens 
are groaning under heavy taxation, millions of 
acres of lands within our borders remain untaxed 

in consequence of a higher price bein demanded 
for them than they are worth. I, sir, differ in opiniomw 
with many of my friends; I believe that we have the 
right to tax all the lands within the borders of our 
State; but I do not design at this time to discuss 
that question. I, hewever, dislike to hear gentle- 
men, whenever any measure is moved beneficial to 
the new States—such as reducing the price, ceding 
the lands to the States upon equitable terms, 
or showing the injustice of not allowing the 
new States to tax the lands held by the govern- 
ment within their limits—fly to the deeds of cession 
and to the acts of admission, and meet us with the 
cry, There is no authority in the compact; it 1s not 
warranted by the acts of admission of the new 
States into the Union! Sir, said Mr. 8., will this 
government, Shylock-like, exact the “pound of 
flesh,” because, fersooth, the “bond” calls for it? 
He hoped, for the honor of the nation, that such 
was not to be the rule of action; that if time had 
shown that, by the terms of admission of the new 
States into the Union, injustice had been done to 
them, they should not be forever debarred from jus- 
tice. It was not to be expected that, in the early 
settlement of the West, and when the present land 
system was adopted, a system could be framed s0 
perfect as to need no a While rapid advances 
and improvements were being made in literature, 
science, and the mechanic arts, were no advances to 
be made to render our government and laws more 
perfect? Is not the light of experience entitled to 
some consideration? Are we to be told that no im- 
provement can be made in the laws regulating the 
sales of the public lands? He believed we were 
half a century behind the times in this matter. 
True, the West had improved and settled rapidly; 
but it was not because of the judicious land system: 
it was owing to the indomitable energy, spirit, and 
enterprise of the early settlers of the new States. 
They possessed, in an eminent degree, the spirit of 
their patriot fathers. And it may be said, with 
great propriety, that the West has risen to its pres- 
ent prosperous and elevated position, not by favor- 
ed legislation, but in spite of legislation. 

The honorable gentleman from Ohio says, “Stick 
to the old system; it worked well—the countr 
prospered under it, and settled?rapidly.” As well 
might we say to the farner, Stick to your old sys- 
tem of thrashing your wheat and oats, &c. with the 
flail; it certainly worked well, and you were pros- 
pering and increasing in wealth rapidiy; don’t suf- 
fer yourselves to be led into the use of any of the 
new inventions and improvements of the age. Do 
not use the patent thrashing machine, even though 
it does not cost you one-fifth of the labor to thrash 
your grain! As well might you say to the manu- 
facturer, Stick to our old spinning jenny—to your 
old-fashioned loom, &c., &c.; and, sir, I might go 
through with a long catalogue, showing the perfect 
folly of such a course of reasoning. 

The honorable gentleman from tees [Mr. 
Soren is mistaken when he supposes that this bill 
will reduce at once 100,000, acres of land to 
twenty-five cents per acre. But, sir, be that as it 
may, twenty-five cents per acre for lands which 
have been offered in the market over twenty years, 
to the man who cultivates it, is as much as the gov- 
ernment ought to exact, or the purchaser eught to 
pay; and if this policy had long since been adopted, 
thousands of the honorable gentileman’s constituents, 
who are now poor and oppressed, would have been 
in the West, and the owners of land, with all the 
real necessaries and comforts of life around them; 
and millions throughout the Union would, no doubt, 
by this measure, have been saved from ism 
and the lowest depths of degradation, infamy, and 
crime. The honorable gentleman's argument seema 
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to be, throughout, an appeal to the House to protect 
the State of Maryland from the annual drain of its 
population to the West. He seems to think that, 
under the present land system, the population of the 
old States is being thinned altogether too rapidly for 
their interest; and one would suppose that he anti- 
cipated the entire desertion or abandonment of the 
old States, if the bill now under consideration 
should become a law. The gentleman need 
have no fears of this. The great majority 
of those who are fortunate enough to own 
farms, or who have the means of making 
a comfortable living in the old States, cannot be 
easily induced to leave and encounter the perils and 
hardships incident to the settlement of a new coun- 
try, and would not do so for a donation of 320 acres 
of land. It is the poor man alone, who, with a fair 
prospect of securing even 40 acres of land, from 
which to draw his support, would strain every 
nerve and encounter every danger, that would 
leave the older States and remove to the West. 
And surely gentlemen cannot object to this small 
favor being granted to this class of their citizens, 
while hundrede of millions of government lands are 
lying waste! The honorable gentlemen from Mary- 
land and Ohio both seemed to insist that one dollar 
anda quarter for land of any kind, fit for cultivation, 
was very cheap; and to think it a small matter for 
any industrious man to get $50 and enter him forty 
acres of land. This shows clearly, to every man 
who is practically acquainted with farming and the 
laboring class of our community, that these gentle- 
men know very little of the slow process of making 
money by day’s labor. They do not perhaps 
know that one hundred dollars, or one hundred and 
fifty at most, is the whole amount of a year’s toil; 
ond out of this sum a family have to be fed and 
clothed, with many other little expenses which, 
under the most rigid economy, would exhaust the 

ear’s earnings, and leave nothing to invest in lands. 
{ deny, sir, that there can be any measure adopted 
or devised by this government, so wise, judicious, 
just, and charitable, in the disposition of the public 
lands, as that which secures to every industrious 
laboring man such quantity of land as may be ne- 
cessary for his support and that of his family and 
those dependent upon him for subsistence. 

The honorable member from Maryland [Mr. 
Cavsin] asks somewhat exultingly, ‘‘W hence came 
this land? Who won it,” &c. And answers, “By 
the precious, priceless sacrifice of the toil and blood 
ofbrave men.” I, sir, will be one of the last men 
upon this floor to cast one blot upon the bright es- 
cutcheon of the revolutionary patriots. They, sir, poured 
outtheir best blood like water—not to purchase 
land, but liberty, civil and religious; and for that they 

ledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred 
Lente, And when they acquired that precious boon, 
along with it came the lands of the original thirteen 
States; and these lands were very wisely divided 
among the States. The government have already 
drawn from the State of Illinois two or three times 
as much money for land already sold, as the whole 
would have brought, had they been sold in the market 
thirty years ago; and who is it, I ask, that has 
given this additional value to these lands? Is it the 
rovernment? Was it our revolutionary fathers? 

0, sir; ‘it is the ‘sons of those patriots—men who 
braved every imaginable privation and hardship, 
and even death, in the defence of the frontier settle- 
ments. The Indian wars upon our frontier were 
more perilous than the war ofthe revolution. The 
savages granted no quarter. They butchered alike 
men and defenceless women and children. Sir, 
many of my constituents have sad cause to remem- 
ber the cruel murders which were committed upon 
their nearest and dearest friends. ‘The revolution- 
ary patriots are gone. Weowe them a debt that 
all the lands of the nation would not pay. Neither, 
sir, can we do strict justice to the veterans who 
settled the West and drove back the Indians. But 
we can express our sense of gratitude and liberality 
by enabling their sons to procure some of the land 
acquired and made valuable by their fathers. The 
war of the revolution was for freedom and indepen- 
dence; and when the glorious object was gained, and 
our fathers tyrned their attention to the subject of 
the lands thus acquired in that contest, so bravely 
fought and so triumphantly won, it was to make 
such disposition of them as to first pay off the debt 
necessarily incurred in prosecuting the war, and then 
make such further disposition as would secure to 
every man, who might choose to cultivate the soil, 
a portion of the land thus acquired. In proof of this 
assertion it is not necessary for me to produce oral 


testimony; the fact is indelibly stamped in every 
e of the history of the revolution. Liberty and 
independence was the watch-word! And I would 
ask you, sir, where is the freedom and independence 
of the unfortunate man who is dependent entirely for 
his support, and thet of his family, upon the caprice 
of a heartless landlord, or of an overgrown aristocrat- 
ic manufacturing corporation? We need not, sir, 
go to England to prove the almost entire con- 
trol exercised by the capitalist over that class 
of our citizens who depend upon their dail 
labor for the support of themselves and their 
fimilies. Do you not, sir, believe that there 
is republicanism enough in Rhode Island, if left free 
to follow the dictates of nature, to elect a legislature 
ledged to pass a law for the liberation of Governor 
orr, now incarcerated within the walls of a dun- 
geon? and whose only crime was that be 
tried to confer upon the people of Rhode Island 
the blessings of freemen, to give them a voice in 
the election of their rulers and law-makers. I have 
heard much of the cruelty and barbarily of the party 
in Rhode Island, called Algerines; but, sir, I am 
not willing to believe—I cannot believe—that the 
spirit of °76 has so entirely departed from any State 
of this Union, as that a majority of the people, 
untramelled and left free to exercise the dictates of hon- 
est hearts, could be such Algerines. Sir, the barbarous 
and inhuman treatment of Governor Dorr, (if reports 
could be relied on,) entitles the actors to a celebrity 
equal if not greater than the founders of the 
Spanish inquisition. What, sir, think you would be 
the feelings of the departed heroes of the revolu- 
tion, could they come back and witness the flagrant 
violation of the great pom for which they 
fought and bled; for which they pledged life, fortune, 
honor, and all, all that men hold dear? Sir, the 
picture is too revolting to dwell upon, and I leave it. 

I only introduce this case as a strong one illustra- 
tive of what I believe to be the fact—that no man 
can be entirely free, and enjoy all the blessings 
which the framers of the declaration of independ- 
ence and the founders of our glorious constitution in- 
tended to confer upon their posterity, while they are 
entirely dependent upon others for employment, b 
which they are to earn the bread that supports their 
wives and children. Sir, there is no gentleman upon 
this floor who has not witnessed the power exer- 
cised by the creditor over the debtor. And who 
does not know of many instances where this power 
has not been used to control the vote of such debtor? 
Now, sir, itis my policy, in the disposition of the 
public lands, to free this class of our citizens from 
this species of ‘‘Egyptian bondage;” to place them 
independent of the arbitrary will of the griping 
landlord, and to provide a retreat for all those in the 
older and manufacturing States to flee to, when they 
shall be driven from the employment which now 
affords them subsistence, because they have dared 
to exercise the privileges of freemen. 

In conclusion, | would remark that I believe all 
the objects for which Virginia and other States 
ceded lands to the United States have been fully ac- 
complished. Our national debt has Jong since been 
paid off. Our treasury is now overflowing, and there 
never has been a time so propitious for carrying into 
effect this all-important measure. I then implore 

entlemen not to let this favorable moment pass by, 

ut lay aside all selfish or sectional feelings, and 
come up to the work—help us to make such amend- 
ments to the bill as will render it more perfect, and 
Dass it. 
Mr. PETTIT said that he was in favor of the 
provisions of this bill, and it became him to say 
why; but, before he did this, he wished first to re- 
fer to some remarks of gentlemen who had spoken 
on the other side, some of which had appeared in 
the public prints, and others he had himself heard. 
When the bill was last before the committee, a gen- 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Cavstn] had made an 
ardent appeal to members from the older States 
against this proposition to reduce and graduate the 
price of the public lands, because its effect would be 
to stimulate migration from the older to the newer 
States, thus thinning their steril and unproductive 
lands of their impoverished inhabitants, and filling 
with a denser population the fresh and virgin soil of 
the western States. Now, if this were inleed true, 
it would of itself be inducement enough for every 
western man to support this bill. It was the duty 
of all well-regulated governments to facilitate the 
population of their territory, and the easy and com- 
fortable subsistence of the governed. d if that 
was one of the great objects of government, would 
not such be in fact the operation of this measure, 


admitting the doctrine of the gentleman from Mary- 
land ob true? It would oes the less opulen 
portion of the population of the Atlantic States into 
the rich and fertile valleys of the West, where at 
least peace and plenty were to be obtained, although 
the contaminated and putrid atmosphere of what 
was sometimes called refinement and civilization 
=“ not yet have found a way there. 

ut ae cone a notice the obvious dis- 
crepancy between the objection u by the gen- 
tleman ions Maryland [Mr. Gavies) and another 
zealous opponent of the bill from Ohio, [Mr. Viy- 
TON. } e latter of these gentlemen stoutly main- 
tained that the population and settlement of the 
West could not Ge stimulated by government, let it 
make what efforts it would; while the former made 
the contrary assumption the very ground-work of 
his argument. And here he (Mr. P.) would cali 
upon the gentleman from Ohio, if he was present, 
to say whether the report of his remarks, as given 
in the National Intelligencer, was correct—whether 
he approved and adopted that report assuch. If he 
received no reply, he should take the fact for grant- 
ed. He found that report in the political organ of 
the gentleman’s party friends; he presumed it had 
been seen and read by the gentleman, who had made 
no objections to it; and Mr. P. should therefore as- 
sume it to be a true report of what he had said. 

{A member here stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio was not in the hall.} 

Mr. P. would then proceed to call the attention of 
the committee to the incongruities and absurdities 
of those remarks. He would read some of them. 
[Mr. P. here quoted that p e of Mr. Vinton’s 
speech in which he had observed that this bill went 
on a false assumption, and insisted that its effect 
would not be to increase the population of the West 
by a single man, or the sales of the public land by 
a single acre.} Here was the position taken by one 
opponent of the bill. But what said the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Cavsin?] He held a doctrine 
directly the reverse. Now, whose position was 
true, and whose was false? One or the other must 
be mistaken. Perhaps neither of the gentlemen 
had well reflected on the subject. To Mr. P. it ap- 
pee that of the two the gentleman from Mary- 
and best understood himself and his case. Mr. P. 
believed that this bill would practically increase the 
population of the West; that it would facilitate to 
thousands the means of comfortable living, and ren- 
der them happy and contented. Did he not believe 
this, he should not feel so much anxiety for the 
passage of the bill. Butlet him read a little further 
from this same report. [Mr. P. here read that part 
of Mr. Vinton’s remarks in which he contended 
that, let government do what it pleased, an entire 
generation must go by before the land already in 
market could be settled; the course of settlement 
was regulated by the laws of nature, and govern- 
ment might as well undertake to accelerate the 7] 
Hear this. Here was one adversary of the bil 
mainteining that Congress might as well undertake 
to accelerate the sun as to hasten the population 
and agricultural improvement of the West by any 
legislative action; while, on the other hand, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland insisted that that accelera- 
tion was the very object of the bill, and must be its 
inevitable effect! The gentleman seemed almost to 
see, even now, the rents of himself and his constitu- 
ents pee 5 sinking, and their poverty-stricken 
tenants marching off to the West to find peace, 
plenty, and contentment, in a new home, leaving 
their landlords to repair their wasted revenues as 
they best could. 

Mr. CAUSIN here rose to explain; and, Mr. P. 
giving way for that peers he went on to say that 
the gentleman from Indiana had misunders him. 
He had not advanced the doctrine that this bill was 
exceptionable because it aided the settlement of the 
western States, but because it administered too 
strong a stimulus to the spirit of enterprise, and 
woul fill the whole West with schemes of specula- 


tion and fraud. He would say to the gentleman 
that, if he knew as much about Maryland as he did 
about Indiana. he would know that among what the 


gentleman spoke of as the poor and laboring classes 
of society, there were as many substantial comforts 
and as much of domestic happiness and content- 
ment as were to be found in any of the boasted val- 
leys of the western paradise. And Mr. C.’s object 
had been to retain the poor and laborious man in 


a of them. 

r. PETTIT resumed. Still the difference be- 
tween the two gentlemen remained. The gentle- 
man from Maryland insisted that the bill would 
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stimulate emigration and enterprise, and had before 
maintained that it would too much increase the ag- 
te of our agricultural products, while the gen- 
tleman from Ohio had said over and over some half 
dozen times that the bill would not and could not 
doany such thing. And yet, strange to say, the 
same gentleman, in another part of his speech, 
urged it as an objection to the bill that it would do 
al] this! While he maintained that no legislation of 
Congress could assist or accelerate the settlement of 
the West, the pane and all the party to which 
he belonged held that the manufacturing interest of 
the East, that the price of labor and the price of 
goods, might all be raised or lowered by the action 
of this House. The argument was an absurdity, 
andacontradiction in terms. How a man who, Ph 
one quarter of a century, had breathed the pure air 
of the West, and drunk deep into the feelings of her 
happy sons, could still be adverse to the improve- 
ment of her soil, and the consequent increase of 
her strength and prosperity, Mr. P. knew not, 
and could not understand. He held that it be- 
came all who acted in a public capacity, as 
representatives and law-makers, to look not 
merely at the passing hour, but at the final condi- 
tion, atthe future glory, strength, happiness, and 
ce, of theircountry. It was theirs to look down 
the vista of time, and to see what line of policy 
would produce the greatest amount of good to the 
people who intrusted them with legislation. The 
man who legislated merely for the hour made but a 
or return for the confidence of his countrymen. 
Now, if the House would act on this great princi- 
ple, they would favor every measure’ the tendenc 
of which was to increase the population of the Uni- 
ted States. This had been a favorite object in all 
wise governments, even as far back as the holy the- 
ocracy among the Jews. There never had been a 
good government on earth that did not seek to mul- 
tiply its people, to ameliorate their condition, and to 
increase the general means of comfortable subsist- 
ence. But the gentleman from Ohio maintained 
that, while government could accelerate the growth 
of manufactures and advance the interests of the 
manufacturing States, it could do nothing to accele- 
rate the population and advance the settlement of 
the West. 

The gentleman held that we had too many agri- 
culturists and not enough manufacturers; but Mr. 
P. would invite him to compare the condition of the 
two. Did he prefer the feetid smells and oily fumes 
of a oars to the fragrance of clover-fields and the 

erfume of new-mown hay? Which produced the 

ighest delight in an unsophisticated human bosom? 
And then go to individual cases: look at an entire 
family, father and mother and all the children, bow- 
ing over the loom or tending the spinning-jenney, 
and driven to their work asa southern planter drives 
his slaves, working, with scarce time for their meals, 
from before daylight till long after dark, week in and 
week out, with scarce enough hours of rest to re- 
cruit their weary frames. Extend this lot to hun- 
dreds upon hundreds, and remember that it was all 
for the profit of a few: what inducement could there 
be to an increase of population under such circum- 
stances? Who weal ee a husband, or wish 
to become a father, only to entail endless deg- 
radation and toil upon his offspring, from 
infancy down to old age? Here was a con- 
dition without individuality, without independ- 
ence, and with no prospect of improvement. Then 
talte, by way of contrast, the condition of a western 
cottager, who was and felt himself to be lord of his 
own soil—ay, of his own heart and head, too. 
Would a eae, by the operation of a protect- 
lve tariff, lead this western farmer to exchange his 
happy lot for that of the operative in a factory?— 
part with his cheerful hearth and his humble roof 
for a lot of slavery?—part with the noble feelings of 
a freeman and a freeholder of the West, to become an 
eastern serf, the slave of a manufacturing overseer? 
But, apart from considerations of interest, he would 
ask gentlemen whether they really desired to con- 
vert our western agriculturists into such manufac- 
turers as were foundin the East? Could such a 
wish be found in any mind? What would be the 
Sentiment of one who, in his infancy, had seen his 
3 in full health, and amidst peace and plenty 

reathing the pure air, and cultivating the rich soi 
of the West, after he had been translated to one of 
those sinks of avarice and ceaseless toil in the eas- 
tern States? The recollection of his youth and of 
his. happy western home would remain indelibl 
engraven on hisheart. After some thirty years, ak 
ter his aged parents had passed away, should he 
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tists—a doctrine which Mr. P. held, and ever should 


visit the scenes of his nativity, supposing to meet 
there the same happy and beloved Objects to which 
— eye turned back, and on which memory 
dwelt with mingled delight and regret, how differ- 
ent a scene would meet his eyes! His happy bark- 
foofed cottage, from which the blue smoke once sv 
cracefully curled, gone; the simple manners and 
moderate wishes of an agricultural society vanished; 
and in their place the hissing of steam and the hea- 
vy black smoke of those huge palaces of manufac. 
turing toil where wretched operatives wore out 
their lives to augment the wealth of some heartless 
proprietor! Such might be the policy which some 
gentlemen desired should prevail in relation to the 
agricultural population of the western States; but 

r. P. was not one of that class. 

And now, to look at the subject in a different 
view, in its bearing on the strength, the durability, 
and power, of the government itself, and the love of 
the people for their free institutions. Would the 
time ever come when a country filled with hardy 

riculturists would be subdued by a foreign foe? 

o, never. No government whose policy it had 
been to foster agriculture, and make every citizen an 
owner of the soil, had ever been overthrown. It 
never could be. An army of landholders and their 
sons were the most invincible force that ever took 
the field. So defended, we had nothing to fear. 
These were the men that would fight to the last 
drop of their blood for their home and hearth-stone. 
Mr. P. would ask gentlemen whose plan it was to 
make goods cheaper by compelling people to pay 
more for them, whether they would not have some 
little fellow-feeling for the interests of western 
farmers. He would ask gentlemen who were so 
fond of preventing the population of the East from 
passing over the mountains, where they would look 
for defenders in case a war should arise, and we 
should be threatened with invasion. Whither 
would the recruiting sergeant first think of directing 
his steps? Would it be to the window of some 
eastern factory, in the hope of filling his ranks from 
the host of operatives? He might long call in vain; 
the sound of his drum would awake no response in 
that quarter. But let him raise his flag on the heights 
of the Alleghanies—let the roll of his drum wake u 
the echoes of the western wilderness,—and from alt 
the teeming valleys of that happy land would pour 
forth in multitudes the farmers and their sons, emu- 
lating each other in rallying at their country’s cali. 
If a man would make his country great and happy, 
and fill it with people blithe and contented, bold and 
independent, let him fill it with tillers of the soil. 

Mr. P. had intended to say something in reference 
to the particulars of the present bill, but he need not 
dwell on its details. It provided for a graduation as 
well as a reduction in the prices of the public lands. 
The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had ex- 
pressed his regret that the price had ever been re- 
duced; he thought it a great mistake that it was not 
suffered to remain at two dollars the acre. Now, 
Mr. P. could not undertake to say whether the gen- 
tleman had bought his own lands before the reduc- 
tion or since. If he had bought them since the 
price was brought down to a dollar and a orien, it 
was not very unnatural that he should wish to see 
it raised to two dollars: if he bought it before the 
reduction, he might perhaps regret that others got it 
so much cheaper; and for aught Mr. P. knew, that 
might be the true motive of the gentleman’s opposi- 
tion. He was ataloss to put any one consistent 
construction upon the gentleman’s argument, be- 
cause its several parts were devoid of all connection, 
and contradicted each other. He would read an- 
other extract from the gentleman’s speech. In the 
passage he was going to read the gentleman contra- 
dicted himself. Mr. P. had before shown that he 
had contradicted the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Causin,] and the gentleman from Maryland 
had contradicted him; now the gentleman contra- 
dicted himself. 

{Here Mr. P. read from that part of Mr. Vinton’s 
remarks in which he adverted to the vast amount 
of the sales of the public lands in 1836, °37, and °38, 
the consequent increase of agricultural produgions 
and their present reduced price} 

The gentleman had just before insisted that po 
action of that House could possibly stimulate West- 
ern agriculture: how then did it happen that the 

reat sales of 1836 operated to reduce the prices of 
roduce? And yet the gentleman dwelt on the pro- 
igious decrease in the value Of western products, 
and attributed it to the fact that the class of agricul- 
turists was too large. Yes, the gentleman’s doctrine 
was that we had too great a number of agricultu- 
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hold, in atter abhorrence and detestation. Good Heav- 
en! The gentleman might as well tell him that there 
was too much happiness, too much contentment, too 
much equality, too much independence, among our 
people. Let him compare, in this respect, the farm- 
ing population with that of any other portion of the 
community. Could a table be constructed in which 
happiness, independence, contentment, were the sta- 
tistics to be recorded, the balance would be found to 
be five to one in favor of the agricultural interests. 
If human happiness was to be found on earth, it 
was found among them. He did not mean sucht 
airy and fanciful happiness as poets described—he 
did not mean Arcadian felicity—but that true, solid, 
substantial happiness which arose from the undis- 
turbed and endiapeted possession of peace and 
plenty. Assuming the agricultural population to 
amount to four millions, Mr. P. went into a calcula- 
tion to show that their comparative enjoyment was 
as twenty-five to one. Wait but the course of na- 
ture, cried the gentleman from Ohio—wait but the 
course of nature and of time, and all the public 
lands wouid sel! at government price. When that 
gentleman and his party invoked the action of this 
government to stimulate the interests of manufac- 
tures, Mr. P. should remember these words, and 
reply to him, Wait but the course of nature and of 
time, and in due season all the water power and all 
the steam power that the country possessed or could 
raise woollen length be fully occupied. The gen- 
tleman’s doctrine on this subjeet reminded him of 
an account he had read of an attempt by the Span- 
ish government to improve the a of a cer~ 
tain river in that country. The King sent forth 
commissioners, who were to make a thorough ex- 
amination, and report to him on the propriety of the 
scheme. The commissioners, with salaries in pro- 
pee to their dignity, went forth to the task, and, 

aving examined the nver very thoroughly, return- 
ed, and made report that it would be inexpedient to 
engage in the undertaking at present: the river was 
just as the Almighty had made it, and if he wanted 
it otherwise, he would no doubt clear out the ob- 
structions. [A laugh.] 

The gentleman from Ohio thought it had been a 
great mistake to reduce the price of the lands below 
two dollars. This was quite in keeping with the fa- 
vorite doctrine of the gentleman’s party, who 
thought it in all cases better to spend two dollars 
than a dollar and a quarter: and hence they were in 
favor of a protective tariff; for their greatest fear 
was that the people would be able to buy cotton 
cloth, and lands, and hats, and boots, too cheap, and 
that the democracy would thus be enabled to buy 
shoes to come to the elections when they should be 
held in the winter time. [A laugh] This was the 
oe egg which had been hatched and brooded over 

y that part — so long an incubation, viz: to 
prevent goods and lands being bought too cheap, 
and a state of society arising that would prove too 
ee to mankind. [Mr. P. here again 
quoted the speech of Mr. Vinton, in which he 
stated itasa fact that the same amount of lands 
were taken up at two dollars as had since beer 
taken at one and a quarter.] This was the doctrine 
in one part of the speech; but immediately after, the 
gentleman dwelt on the rapid improvement of the 
whole western slope of the Alleghanies. [Mr. P. 
here quoted again.} Thus the gentleman contra- 
dicted his own gers ao yo ACE RE and 
the conclusion of his s agreed wel ther; 
they both pct a the tune oe bat in the 
middle the gentleman’s argument took eve i- 
ble deeaién The t object of dread wih kine 
and his party seemed to be that there should be too 
great an amount of agricultural produce, lest by pos~ 
sibility one straw, or one potatoe or onion, should 

o to decay, and so return to remanure the soil. 

his was a result most fearful indeed; but the over- 
stimulation of manufacturing labor was quite a harm~- 
less matter. The over-production of manufactured 
goods excited no fearsat all in that quarter. The 
gentleman would rather see the operatives in the fac- 
tories chained down to the loom, ground down in 
wages, and actually starved to death, by wealthy 
proprietors, than to have them pass over the moun- 
tains and breathe the free air of the West, standi 
on their own estates, and surrounded by all that 
could make human beings happy and contented. 

Mr. McCLERNAND next took the floor, and 
proceeded to reply to the arguments of all the ger~ 
tlemen in succession who had spoken in opposition 
to the provisions of the bill. In reply to those who 
contended for uniformity in the land system, he 
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showed that the system never had been uniform. 
At one time the credit system prevailed, and at 
another cash payments were required; at one time 
the price was rf 25 per acre, and at another it was 
gl - He mentioned various other changes which 

ad taken place, as knowledge in relation to the 
pablic domain had increased, and the interests of 
the country required. He also entered into some 
statements in relation to the course pursued in many 
of the old States, and quoted from published declara- 
tions of many illustrious men of the old States of 
this country to show that they were in favor of the 
system for which he contended. He quoted from 
Mr. Randolph, of Virginia, to show that he was 
not only willing that the price of the public lands 
should be reduced, but that they should be ceded to 
the States in which they lie. He then proceeded to 
inquire into the prospective operation of this meas- 
ure as a measure of finance, and to notice what class 
of lands it would operate upon. It was land that 
had been long in the market; inferior Jands, which 
it would be vain to expect to bring as great a price 
as lands of better quality. 

Mr. McC, referred to the former history of the 
administration of the public lands, and mentioned 
one case in particular, which was inaudible to the 
reporter, where the graduation system had been 

opted, and its wisdom been proved by actual ex- 
periment, under which, within four years, more than 
two millions of acres of land had been sold, and the 
remnant thereof had been sold at fair prices. 

The gentieman trom Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had said 
the operation of this bill would be to stimulate the 
agricultural interests and population, and, therefore, 
it should not pass. This was similar to another 
argument from the same quarter, viz: that agricul- 
ture needs no protection. The same gentlemen, 
however, who held this doctrine, were in favor of 
the high-tariff system, which would give to 
eastern manufacturers a monopoly of the market, 
and compel the other classes of the community to 
pay, tribute to them out of the proceeds of 
their honest, unprotected industry. They found, in 
this sentiment avowed by the gentleman, the ex- 
planation of the course of the gentleman’s party— 
the federal party. While they would stretch, and 
even violate, the constitution to confer upon the man- 
ufacturers exclusive privileges at the expense of 
other classes of society, they at the same time 
would fight against the pre-emption policy, would 
vote to increase the prices ef the public lannds to 
actual settlers, and would support other kindred 
measures. Protection and encouragement to manufac- 
tures—hostility to the agriculturists, was, if not their 
avowed motto, at least the principle upon which 
they acted. The agricultural interest was the great in- 
terest of the country, the source from which all 
wealth, individual and national, was derived; it 
was the strength of ihe mechanic’s arm, the 
breeze which spread the sales of commerce; 
it constituted the sinews of war; it was the spirit of 
hospitality, of liberty, of independence; it was the 
staff on which the government leaned for support: 
and yet this was the very interest which the gentle- 
man rose and said needed no protectien, no encour- 
apnees and that it was already too predominant. 
If the true policy of this government was not to in- 
terfere with the different branches of industry—to 
permit labor unmolested to receive its own rewards, 
—then let the rule be carried out; let no invidious 
distinction be made in favor of other interests, at the 
pene of the agricultural interests of the country. 

Mr. McC. presented other considerations in sup- 
port of the policy of the bill, and in reply to some 
of the objections that had been urged against it. 
One of its beneficent effects would be to reduce the 

wer and patronage of this government in the new 
tates. In them, there were something like sixty 
land offices, with twice that number of registers, re- 
ceivers, &c.—all whose salaries, and expenses con- 
nected therewith, amounted to half a million of dol- 
lars, which would be saved by its passage. He 
urged that this was a favorable time for the adjust- 
ment of this matter. 

They frequently heard it said that the great and 
ee question of - sores, of ores 
a we pe the people in the late 
presidenti ala” They of Phe West claim- 
ed that this question had also been set- 
tled by the election. An issue had been made up 
between Mr. Clay and Mr. Polk. Mr. Clay was 
in favor of distribution, and his powerful intellect 
and eloquence had often been directed to the support 
of that policy. Mr. Polk was in favor of the grad- 
nation and reduction of the prices of the public 
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lands—he had so voted and so spoken. The coun- 
try had decided in favor of the position of Mr. Polk; 
and they of the West now called on this Con- 
gress, especially upon their democratic friends, to 
carry out this decree of the people. This was an 
auspicious period for the adjustment of this question; 
and if gentlemen from the old States were apprised 
of the present and prospective condition of things— 
as they doubtless were—they would seize on this 
opportunity for adjusting this matter. It was evi- 
dent thatthe numerical strength of the new States 
had been increasing rapidly for the last few years, 
while that of the old States had decreased; and this 
would continue to be the case, so that, in 1850, they 
would have the power in their own hands to ac- 
complish themselves, what they now asked of 
their brethren of the other portions of the Union as 
a matter of justice. Mr. McC. concluded with a 
brief and spirited appeal to gentlemen from all sec- 
tions of the country to unite and extend to this 
bill a cordial support as a matter of justice to the 
hardy settlers of the West, and as a beneficent 
measure of great national policy. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH next obtained the floor, 
and moved that the committee rise. He however 
yielded for a moment to 

Mr. THOMASSON, on whose request a substi- 
tute which he proposed to offer for the bill, if in 
order, was read by the Clerk. 

The CHAIRMAN decided it out of order at pres- 
ent—an amendment to the bill already pending. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, the committee then 
rose and reported progress. 

On motion of Mr. CAUSIN, by general consent, 
the said substitute of Mr. THomasson was ordered 
to be printed. 

COAST SURVEY. 

At the suggestion of Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, 
by general consent, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a commu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from ths superintendent of the coast 
survey showing Fy oo of the work. 

On motion of Mr. INGERSOLL, by general 
consent, it was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed, the usual number, and 500 extra copies 
thereof. 

SENATE BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. SLIDELL, by general con- 
sent, the following bills from the Senate were taken 
from the Speaker’s table: read twice and appropriate- 
ly referred, viz: 
An act for the relief of J. McFarlane. 
An act for the relief of Gideon Batchelder and 
others. 
An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 
An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Pierre Menard and others. 
A joint resolution authorizing an allowance to 
Purser D. M. F. Thornton in the settlement of his 
accounts. 
A joint resolution explanatory of an act making 
appropriations for the payment of revolutionary 
pensions for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1845. 
Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved that the latter res- 
olution be put upon its passage at this time. 

Mr. WELLER moved to refer it, but subsequent- 
ly withdrew the motion. 
Mr. CALDWELL briefly explained the object of 
the resolution, and urged its passage at this time. 
Mr. RATHBUN moved its reference te the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. PARMENTER moved the previous ques- 
tion; which, if sustained, would cut off the motion 
to commit, and bring the House to a direct vote on 
the resolution. 
The House refused to second the demand for the 
previous question. : 
And the question being taken on the reference of 
the resolution, the vote stood—ayes 56, noes 25. 


No quorum voting, 
. Mr. WM. J. BROWN moved that the House ad- 
journ. 


Mr. HOGE moved that, when the House ad- 
journ, it adjourn over to Monday next. 

And the yeas and nays being called for and 
ordered, the question was taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 87, nays 61. 

The House then adjourned. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporter by the members 
presenting them: 

By Mr. A.C, DODGE: The petition ef Wm. J. A. Brad- 


ford, esq., praying compensation for reporting the 
ofthe supreme court of the Territory of lowa: ceeages 
the Committee of Claims. Also from Josiah Scott, of Seat 
county, Jowa, praying Congress to pass a law authoriz; 
the land officers to correct an erroneous entry of land mad 
by him. ” 
_ By Mr.N. P. STONE: The memorial of 89 citizens pra 
ing for reduction of postage, and the abolishment of tt : 
franking pee e: referred to the Committee on the “aed 
Office and Post Roads. Also the petition of William — 
raying for a pension: referred to the Committee on Revo. 
utionary Pensions. Also the petition of Roxanna Mo. 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on Revoly 
tionary Pensions. Also the petition of Hannah Wightman 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on Rey 
utionary Pensions. 

By Mr. McDOWELL: The petition of sundry persons of 
at 4 a Brown, Ohio, asking a reduction o postage: 
referred to the Committee on the Post ' 
Roads. puioo end Fest 

By Mr. BIDLACK: The petition of citizens of Wyomin, 
Pennsylvania, for a reduction of the rates of stage ani 
the restriction of the franking privilege: soleenet to the 
ah hs a — and Post Roads. 

Mr. JSTON: The petition of sundry citiz 
Walker county, Alabama, praying Congress gf posse low 
authorizing and allewing Michael Robins, of said count 
to draw back pay as an invalid pensioner: referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Alse the petition of sun. 
dry citizens of Walker county, Alabama, praying Congress 
to pass a law allowing N. A. Penland back pay as an inva. 
lid pensioner: ref to the Committee on Invalid Pep. 
sions. 

a Mr. JOHN W. DAVIS: The petition of Isaac Spencer 
of Monroe county, in said State, praying compensation for 
a horse lost in the service of the United States. 

By Mr. FULLER: The petition from about 50 citizens of 
Athens, Bradford county, Pennsylvania, pra ing for a re. 
duction of the rates of postage, and a modification of the 
franking ce 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of Thomas Thornly and J. 
R. Queen, Committee of Anacostia Navy-yard Fire Com. 
pany: referred tothe Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds. Also the petition of Francis Dodge: referred to 
the Commitee on Pensions. 

By Mr. SAMPLE: The petition of Israel Johnson, Cass 
county, Indiana, preying relief. 

By A.P. STONE: The memorial of Charles Townsend, 
praying for compensation for services rendered as commis. 
sioner to examine and report upon claims growing ont 
of the last war: referred to the Cnmmittee of Chins. Also 
the petition of C. Neswanger for relief: referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. BAYLY: The petition of the heirs of Thos. Un. 
derhill, for compensation for depredations on his property 
by American troops during therevolutionary war. The 
petition of Teakle Savage. administrator of Bolitha Laws, 
praying compensation for brick furnished the government. 
Also the petition of Sarah B. Stith, to be relieved froman 
imprudent purchase of atract of land in Virginia, made by 
her late husband. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of John G. Perkins, and 
one hundred and seventy-six others, citizens of Kennebunk 
Port, in the State of Maine, for a light-house at the entrance 
of the harbor at said Kennebunk Port: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of E.M. Ragland and 205 
ethers; the memorial of Marlus Sherwood and 180 others; 
the memorial of Richard Jenkins and 180 others; the memo- 
rial of Wm. Whittlesey and 62 others; the memorial of Wm. 
Reans and 115 others; the memorial of J. R. Montgomery 
and others; all praying a grant of lands to aid the State of In- 
—- incompleting to the Ohio riverthe Wabash and Erie 
cannl. 


More 





IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, December 30, 1844. 
The journal of Thursday last having been read, 


_Rev. Mr. Tusren offered up the following prayer, 
viz: 

Great God! in closing the labors of another year, 
and in entering upon the duties of another week, 
we desire to gather up around thy feet, that we may 
receive from thy lips the lessons of heavenly wis- 
dom. Dothou, O God, instruct us in the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, whom 
to know aright is everlasting life. Sanctify to us 
all the dispensations of thy righteous, though some- 
times profoundly mysterious, Providence. Thou 
hast seen fit, during the few months that are past, 
toerase from the register of the living the name of 
an honored, lamented, and beloved senator. May 
we listen with attention and reverence to the voice 
which comes to us from his far-distant grave, say- 
ing to each and every one of us, “be ye aleo ready, 
for at such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man 
shall come.” And O thou who dost temper the 
piercing north wind to the sides of the lamb 
newly shown of its fleece, do thou sustain and com- 
fort the heart which, by this bereavement, has been 
shorn of its joys andits hopes. Be thou the hus- 
band of the widow, and the father of the fatherless. 
And grant, O Lord, that the changes which are 
here continually transpiring, may induce us all to 
seek a permanent connection with the general as- 
sembly and church of the firstborn, whose names 
are written in Heaven; and this, with the forgive- 
ness of all our sins, personal and national, we hum- 
bly beg, for Jesus Christ’s sake, Amen. 


in th 
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Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of Alva 
Day and others, members of a company of Ohio 
volunteers, praying compensation for their services 
in the last war with Great Britain; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a »etition from In- 
diana and Westmoreland counties, Pennsylvania, 
praying that pensions may be granted to the sur- 
yivors of those who were engaged in the wars with 
the Indians prior to 1794, under Generals St. Clair 
and Wayne. } 

Mr. S. expressed the hope that the committee 
would see the peas of granting the prayer of 
the petitioners. He saw no reason why pensions 
should not be extended to those who fought prior 
to 1794, as oe to that period: referred to 
the Commiitee on Pensions. 

Also presented a memorial from a number of the 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the United States: referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. ARCHER presented the petition of Robert 
Mayo, the legal representative of George Mayo, 
deceased, praying compensation for his services as 
aclerk in the Post Office Department: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition from Thomas 
Bassett, proposing to sell to the government his dis- 
covery of a theory by which changes in the weather 
may be predicted: referred, with the papers on the 
files upon the subject, to the Committee on Agricul- 
ture. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from a 
number of citizens of Wayne county, Pa., settin 
forth that they are satisfied that the present natural- 
ization laws should remain as they are—five years’ 
probation—but that two years should be extended, 
after naturalization, in order to enable those natu- 
ralized to enjoy the right of suffrage and of hold- 
ing office. Iso, requesting that Texas be admitted 
into the Union; that the tariff of 1842 be permitted 
to remain as at present, except some of its details, 
which should be modified so as to make it more 
just and equal. They recommend that it remain 
for four years, to try ita effect. The several sub- 
jects embraced in the petition were referred to the 
respective appropriate committees. 


Also presented two memorials from citizens of 
Pennsylvania, asking Congress to pass the act 
which passed the Senate last session, making pro- 
vision for the construction of a canal around the 
falls of St. Mary, thus to connect Lakes Superior 
and Huron: referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 


Also presented a memorial from citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, asking Congress to take measures to 
amend the constitution of the United States, so as 
expressly to restrain the general government from 
interfering, or tequiring any portion of the people of 
the United States to interfere, in the internal con- 
cerns of any State, for the purpose of aiding any 
portion of its inhabitants to hold any other portion 
ina state of slavery or oppression: ordcred to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from Julius 
Eldred, praying remuneration for his services and 
the reimbursement of his expenses in removing the 
copper rock from Lake Superior to Washington 
= referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

r. ATHERTON presented a petition from the 
heirs of Moses White, praying for arrears of pen- 
sion: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. BREESE presented a memorial from the 
mayor and common council of the city of Chicago, 
praying for a t of land: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented a petition from certain 
merchants, traders, and dealers of the city of 
Darien, in the State of Georgia, asking for the 
reestablishment of a collection district in that 
place: referred to the Committee on Commeree. 

Mr. WOODBURY presented a petition from Gen. 
John Stockton, praying remuneration for loss of 

in Canada during the late war, in consequence 
of an order given by the commanding officer to aban- 
don the baggage: referred to the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, it was ordered that 
the petition of William Marshall be taken from the 
— and referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 


airs. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from Sam- 
uel Merrill, and twenty-one others of the State of 
Maine, praying that every proposition for the an- 


nexation of Texas may be defeated: referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from the 
Chickasaw nation of Indians, praying that their 
claims under the treaty ceding their lands to the 
United States, may be referred for examination to 


the judiciary tribunals: referred to the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. 


On motion by Mr. BARROW, the petitions of 
George De Passau and Benjamin Ballard, of Lou- 
isiana, praying for the confirmation of title to cer- 
tain lands, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. B. gave notice that he would to-morrow ask 
leave to introduce a bill to confirm certain land claims 
in the Greensburg land district in Louisiana. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition from John Mar- 
tin and others, praying for the establishment of cer- 
tain post routes in Wisconsin Territory: referred to 
the Committee on the Post Offiice and Post Roads. 

Mr. SEVIER then addressed the Senate in the 
following words: 

Mr. Presiwent: Indispensable public and private 
engagements in my own section of the Union have 
kept me from my seat in the Senate until a few 
day since. And now that I am here, I regret that 
the first duty which I have to perform is one calcu- 
lated to give pain to the heart of every senator. My 
late friend and colleague, Wiitiam S. Fuiton, one 
of the senators from the State of Arkansas, is no 
more! He died, in the fiftieth year of his age, on 
the morning of the 15th August last, at his resi- 
denc at Rosewood, in the vicinity of Little Rock, 
His sickness was of short duration, but of a most 
painful and melancholy character. He died ofa 
disease contracted by imprudently sleeping in a 
chamber but recently painted—a disease which baf- 
fled the skill of the most eminent of our physicians. 
He died suffering more than I can describe. 
Though absent in a distant part of the Staté during 
his sickness, I reached his residence about daylight 
on the morning of his death, and saw him die. It 
was a scene, Mr. President, which I shall never 
forget. The agony of his wife and relatives and 
near personal friends, on that most melancholy oc- 
casion, I shall not attempt to describe. Fully 
aware of his approaching end, he met his death with 
firmness and resignation, and conversed sensibly of 
his affairs to the last. 

His loss to his family is an irreparable one. Their 
brightest hopes of life have been withered and an- 
nihilated forever. He was the prop of his house; 
a provident and devoted husband; a kind and affec- 
tionate parent. The grief which they feel in conse- 
quence of their loss, time and a merciful Providence 
alone can mellow and arreliorate. He received in 
his sickness every attention which love and pro- 
fessional skill could render, but all in vain! It will 
be gratifying to the Senate to learn that he left his 
family, though not in affluent, yet in easy pecunia- 
ry circumstanees; and surrounded by those who 
will befriend and protect his widow and be as fa- 
thers to his minor children. 

His loss to me, sir, is most sensibly felt. We 
were intimately connected in the closest ties of per- 
sonal and political friendship for more than fifteen 
years; and during all of that time our friendship, in 
every respect, was never interrupted for a single 
moment. A truer friend, and one in every sense 
more devoted, I never had or expect to have. But, 
sir, my loss, as great as I regard it, is nothing com- 
pared to his loss to his State and to the whole coun- 
try. From early youth to the day of his death in 
the fulness of manhood, he was actively engaged 
in the service of his country: first in military and 
then in civil capacities of high trust and responsi- 
bility—often at the post of danger, and always at 
that of duty; and wherever placed or however 
tried, he proved himself equal to the occasion. 


























True to his country, he was always ready, 
promptly and efficiently, to render her any ser- 
vice required at his hands. Possessing 
purity of principle and sternness of integrity which 
“knew no change, nor the shadow of turning,” he 
united with these sterling qualities a cordial warmth 
of feeling, and winning amiability of manner, which 
secured him alike the respect and affection of all. 

Gov. Futtron was born in Cecil county, in the 
State of Maryland, on the 2d of June, 1795. He 
had not attained the age of manhood, when his 
youthful patriotism would not permit him to be a 
silent spectator of the last war. Following the ex- 
ample of his gallant father, who commanded a vol- 
unteer corps of artillery, he tendered his services to 
his country, and was received as a volunteer aid to 
Col. Armstead, in the memorable bombardment of 
Fort McHenry—during which, from the necessary 
activity of his services, he was exposed to great 
danger. 

Subsequently to which, he removed to the State 
of Tennesse; and there acquiring the friendship of 
General Jackson, he served with him as private sec- 
retary during his Florida campaigns. 

At the termination of the war, he studied law, at 
Nashville, in the office of the late Felix Grundy; 
and afterwards settled in Florence, in Alabama, 
where he practised his profession as a lawyer. 

Upon the accession of Gen. Jackson to the presi- 
dency, in 1829, among the first appointments to of- 
fice by Gen. Jackson was that of his friend Fortuw 
to the office of secretary for the then Territory of 
Arkansas, under Gov. Pope. This office he held, 
and the duties of which he faithfully discharged, 
until the expiration of Gov. Pope's term of service, 
in 1835, when he was appointed to succeed him. 
He continued in that office until it ceased, the next 
yeas, by the admission of Arkansas into the Union 
as a State. 

Upon the organization of the State government of 
Arkansas, he was elected one of the two senators 
to the Congress of the United States. He was 
again elected to the same office in 1840, and had 
three years of his term to serve when he died. 

How he performed his various public trusts, let 
his rapid advancement, from stations which were 
humble to those of high trust and responsibility, 
answer. The son of an Irishman, poor, and un- 
known to fame—too young to be coerced to the per- 
formance of military duty,—yet he and his father 
were volunteers in the service of their country, in 
the dark hour of their country’s peril. His gal- 
lantry at Fort McHenry gave him the friendship of 
Gen. Jackson, who made him his private secretary 
in his Florida campaigns. His fidelity to General 
Jackson, and qualifications for the office, made him 
secretary of Arkansas. His fidelity to the people of 
Arkansas as governor and secretary made him one 
of the senators from that State. And his fidelity 
and efficiency while a member of the Senate—of 
which Iam sure you will all bear testimony—-being 
rarely ever absent, and always performing duty, 
gave him his re-election to the Senate in 1840. In 
his case, as strongly perhaps as in that of any other, 
we have the exemplification that a public servant 
that never trips nor falters in his duty to his con- 
stituents, is rarely ever forgotten by a grateful peo- 


le. 
r Asa politician, Gov. Futrow was a member of 


the democratic party; and while none was more 
conscientious and zealous in the support and advoe 
cacy of his party, with a magnanimity and tolera- 
tion which all might admire and usefully imitate, 
he accorded honesty and patriotism of purpose to 
those who differed with him, and in his personal in- 
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tercourse regarded all as friends. He died without 
leaving an enemy behind him. 

The remains of Gov. Futton, on the day after 
his death, amid the mournful tolling of the church 
bells, and accompanied with nearly the whole popu- 
jation in procession as mourners, were carried to the 
public burying ground of Little Rock, and there 
buried by the side of his father and brother, and sev- 
eral of his children. 

On the day after, the citizens of Little Rock and 
its vicinity, in the capital of the State, held a public 
meeting, at which resolutions were passed paying a 
proper tribute of respect to his memory. And 
more recently, upon the assembling of the State legis- 
lature of Arkansas, his death was announced, when 
similar resolutions of respect to his memory were 
passed, both branches of the general assembly ad- 
journed and clothed themselves in the habiliments of 
mourning—as did also every officer of the State. 

In this deep affliction of my State, for the prema- 
ture loss of one of her favorite sons, and as a proper 
mark of respect to one of our late beloved associates, 
i ask of the Senate its sympathy, and accordingly 
offer for its consideration the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: 


Resolved unanimouly, ‘That the Senate, from a sincere de- 
sire ofshowing every mark of respect due to the memory 
of the Hon. Rosert 8. Fucron, late a member thereof, will 
go into mourning by wearing crape on the left arm for 
thirty days 

Resolved unanimously, That as an additional mark of re- 
spect for the memory of the Hon. Roserr S. Futon, the 
Senate do now adjourn. 

Ordered, That the secretary notify the House of Repre- 
sentatives accordingly. 


Whereupon the Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Mownpay, December 30, 1844. 


MAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL asked leave to offer the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pro- 
cure for each of the members of this House, as early as 
may be, a map of the United States prepared agreeably to the 
latestand most authentic surveys, and reduced to a scale 
for convenient reference in the House, not exceeding twen- 
ty inches square, exhibiting all the principal features and 
settlements of our acknowledged territory, together with 
= outlines of the contiguous possessions of Texas, 
fexico, Great Britain, Russia, &c. &c. 


Objections being made, Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL 
moved a suspension of the rules; but the motion was 
not agreed to. 





PENSIONS. 


The joint resolution from the Senate, explanatory 
of an act making appropriations for the payment of 
revolutionary and other pensioners of the United 
States for the fiscal year ending the 30th June, 1845, 
was taken up, and read the first and second time. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR moved that the bill be 
now put upon its passage; and supported the motion 
with some appropriate remarks. 

Mr. CALDWELL also spoke in favor of the 
motion, and in support of the resolution. 


Mr RATHBUN, after some remarks, moved to | 


refer it to the Committee of the Whole; and after 
some remarks from Mr. WINTHROP and Mr. 
D. L. SEYMOUR, 

The question was taken on reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and rejected. 

The bill was then read the third time, and passed. 

The bill from the Senate, authorizing the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make an arrangement or com- 
promise with the sureties on the bonds of Samuel 
Swartwout, late collector of the port of New York, 
was read the first and second time. 

Mr. PAYNE observed that it was just as well to 
getridof a bill of that sort now, as at any other 
time. He intended to oppose it; for he was unwil- 
ling to see this government commer.ce any system 
of legislation by which those who have embezzled 
the public money shall be released from the penal- 
ties of the law. He looked not to any individual 
cases; he looked not to the fact that Mr. Swartwout 
or his securities was to be released; but he looked 
to the general principle, which he wished to see ap- 

lied to all. Before he made the motion with which 
e intended to conclude his remarks, he would no- 


Renee eee eee 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


= = ones which might be urged in favor of 
s bill. 

We may be told (said Mr. P.) that some arra 
ment is necessary in order to get something from Mr. 
Swartwout in return for the enormous amount of 
public ae he has embezzled and applied to his 
own use. But he looked upon that as a matter of 
minor importance. He had rather the government 
never should receive a dollar from Mr. Swartwout, 
or any other of the public defaulters, than set the 
example that would be given by the passage of this 
bill. He would let this matter rest, a warning to 
all who may have — money entrusted to them, 
that if they embezzle and apply it to their own use, 
they must abide by the penalties of the law. 

rg P. concluded by moving to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. HOPKINS deemed it necessary to mention 
to the gentleman from Alabama that the gentleman 
from New York who took an interest in this bill 
was absent; and therefore it would be better to let 
the bill be postponed until his return, particularly 
as the gentleman from Alabama had so some re- 
marks on the subject which were certainly very per- 
tinent. He would add, also, that it was not pre- 
tended that the sureties of Mr. Swartwout, who 
were to be benefited by this biil, had themselves 
embezzled the public money. They were innocent 
of any participation in it. He hoped the gentleman 
would withdraw his motion to jay the bill on the ta- 
ble, and suffer it to be postponed. 

Mr. PAYNE accordingly withdrew his motion. 

After some conversation, the bill was postponed 
to Monday next. 


MAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL again asked leave to 
present the resolution formerly offered and refused, 
to direct the Clerk of the House to procure for each 
of the members of the House a map of the United 
States. 

Mr. SIMONS objected. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the 
rules for the reception of his resolution; and it was 
agreed to. The resolution was accordingly read to 
the House. 

After some remarks from Mr. HUDSON, 

Mr. SIMONS said that it was not in his power to 
perceive why the honorable gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania [Mr. C.J. lygersou] so often brought forward 
motions appropriately the business for a standing 
committee of the House to consider, and moved to 
refer them to the clerk of the House. This was the 
third instance of the kind. The first was to furnish 
a map of Texas, the second of lowa, Wisconsin, and 
Illinois. If any reasons could be assigned, he would 
be glad to hearthem. At the last session, in ac- 
cordance with a report made by a special committee, 
a standing committee was created, to which this 
branch of public expenditure, viz: for engraving, 
&c., was referred. This committee had, as could 
be demonstrated, effected, for about one thousand 
dollars, what would have cost, inthe former way of 
execution, about fifty thousand. This had not been 
done by omitting to furnish all maps necessary to 
to facilitate the business of the House, but by duly 
guarding against imposition and extravagance, and 
instituting a competition among artisans. If any 
suffering in delay for maps had existed, it was una- 
voidable in the nature of the business. A map 
could not be engraved without some time; more 
time was required than to furnish the printing. 

Mr. S. said he had a charge from the facetious 
and playful gentlemen over the way, of being 
embarrassed with too arduous duties, and 
that it was not to censure that he intended 
to offer. Mr. S. said he had not considered 
himself burdened or embarrassed with the duties 
of the committee; that they did not make a trouble- 
some draught on his humble intellect, and if they 
appeared to be appalling to his, [the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, Mr. Hupson’s] mind, it was a grade 
lower than he had considered it; that the commit- 
tee could execute ten times the duties they hitherto 
had, and then claim nothing for profound thinking. 
This proposition, said Mr. S., puts back the busi- 
ness of furnishing maps into the hands of the clerk, 
from whom it was taken last session, after finding 
most glaring impositions, and the most loose con- 
tracts, whereby the government had lost hundreds 
and thousands of dollars. And why take this course? 
The committee in no instance have delayed a mo- 
ment in the execution of duty; the map of Memphis 
harbor, to accompany the ident’s message and 
documents,was immediately contracted for, to be com- 


pleted in the shortest time of any offer, from any arti. 
san, and would probably be ready next week: 
thought it would be laid on our desks at an earlie; 
day than would be the Texas map, or the geologica| 
survey of Mr. Owen; the plates for both of which 
Were represented to be in the Senate, and to which 
the committee, by vote of the House, were confined 
for their production. These plates had been under 
the artisan’s hands many months, he understood 
and were not yet completed; and were this commit. 
tee to be charged with neglect for not furnishing the 
Memphis map in as many days? 

Mr. S. said, the dignity of the committee he had 
but little anxiety for; but in reformation of abuses 
he was always ready to engage. In this he had en. 
gaged, and was proud to think he had, as one of a 
committee, been successful, by establishing a stand. 
ing committee, who, if they faithfully discharged 
their duty, would save $25,000 a year to this govern. 
ment. This he considered a large sum, though his 
friend over the way might differ with him, and de. 
sire a vacuum to be filled with “high taxes, which 
make low prices.” 

There was a great clamor in this House for re. 
form and retrenchment; but it was interesting to see 
how effom after effort failed. Log-rolling was the 
method to establish abuses, but never can furnish a 
remedy. All may unite to establish a list of evils; 
but no union can be obtained to destroy them. 
When a proposition is made to correct an abuse, it 
is objected to because there are other, and perhaps 
greater ones existing, which should first be corrected. 
All should be remedied together; but he held that it 
was always in order to remove an evil, be it great or 
small, from the head of that House to its most hum- 
ble page, if abuses were to be found; and that he 
would, and ever had, voted for the shortest session, 
longest sittings, and lowest wages. 

Mr. HUDSON, after some further remarks, 
moved the previous question; which was seconded. 

Mr. E. S. HAMLIN moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which was negatived. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 


DEATH OF SENATOR FULTON. 


The resolutions adopted in the Senate after the 
announcement of the death of Mr. Futron, (for 
which see Senate report,) were delivered to the 
House by Asbury Dickins, esq., the Secretary of 
the Senate; and were read by the Clerk. 


Mr. CROSS then rose and spoke as follows: 


Mr. Speaker: The message just communicated 
from the Senate relates to a melancholy event 
which should serve to remind us of the frail tenure 
by which life is held; and, at the same time, of the 
certainty of death. Senator Furrow left this city at 
the close of the last session of Congress in good 
health, and with as fair prospects for a long and 
useful life as any member of the body to which he 
belonged. Now, his remains rest in the sleep of 
death, beneath the sod of his adopted State. After 
reaching home, his health continued good until early 
in August, when it became slightly impaired. In 
this condition he slept for seveval nights in a cham- 
ber freshly painted—thus subjecting himself to the 
influence of an infected atmosphere, and, as was be- 
lieved, ultimately causing his death. If medical 
skill, and the gentle, soothing, and ever-watchful at- 
tentions which a wife, in the devotedness of her af- 
fection, can only bestow, could have succeeded, this 
distinguished man would have been saved to his 
country, to his friends, and to his family. But the 
fiat had gone forth; and human skill, although sus- 
tained by the watchfulness of affection, could not 
avert it. 

The Hon. Wixuao S. Futon died at Rosewood, 
his residence, near the city of Little Rock, in Ar- 
kansas, on the 15th of August last, in the fiftieth 
year of his age. He wasa native of Cecil county, 
in the State of Maryland, and the first step 
in his public career was taken as one of her sons in 
the defence of Fort McHenry; at its bombardment, 
during the last war, as a temporary aid of its gallant 
commander. Subsequently he removed with his fa- 
ther’s family to the State of Tennessee, and soon after- 
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yards joined the army under General Jackson, with 
qhom he served in the capacity of private secretary 
throughout his Florida campaigns. On his return 
yo Tennessee he engaged in the study of law un- 
der the direction of the late Mr. Grundy, of Nash- 
rille, and having obtained a license to practise in that 
profession, removed to the State of Alabama, where, 
in a short time, he was honored with a place in her 
judiciary- In the course of twelve or erghteen 
months afterwards, a vacancy occurred in the office 
of secretary of the then Territory of Arkansas, and 
his former friend and patron (General Jackson) be- 
ing President of the United States, appointed him 
to fill the vacancy. Subsequently the same distin- 
guished indvidual appointed him governor of that 
Territory. And in 1836, upon her admission into 
the Union as a State, he was chosen by an almost 
unanimous vote as one of her senators in Congress. 
in 1839 he was again elected by a like flattering 
yote to the same high and honorable station. It is 
no less remakable than true, that in performing the 
carious and responsible duties of these several offices 
and situations, running through a period of nearly 
thirty years, and embracing seasons of high party 
excitement, it was his rare fortune to escape the 
slightest imputation upon his integrity. No higher 
testimony could be afforded of his ability to be use- 
ful, or of the purity of his public life. Asan honest 
man and patriot he may have had equals; certainly 
no superior. Arkansas deeply deeply deplores the 
loss she has sustained; and no monument to perpet- 
uate his memory could be more honorable than that 
which he himself has reared in the affections of her 
people. It was, however, in the social circle, and in 
the relations of private life, that his virtues were 
most conspicuous. Amiable, artless, and benevo- 
lent, he never failed to acquire the esteem and re- 
spect of those with whom he associated. Candor, 
frankness, and honor, characterized his intercourse, 
and were apparent in all his transactions. 

Of his afflicted widow and bereaved children my 
feelings will sarcely permit me to speak; upon them 
the melancholy dispensation rests most heavily. A 
husband, a father, is no more; but lost to them for- 
ever. A recurrence to these endearing relations 
could but deepen the poignancy of grief; and I only 
add that he died as he lived—at peace with all his 


race, and in the confident hope that he was at peace 
with his God. 


Mr. C. concluded by offering the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That, as a testimony of respect for the memory 
of the Hon. W S. Fulton, deceased, the members of this 
House will wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty 
days; and that the House, as a further mark of respect for 
his memory, do now adjourn. 


The resolution was unanimously agreed to; and 
The House adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 
o'clock. 


The following notices of petitions, presented to- 
day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Bernice McKin- 
stry, of Great Burrington, Massachusetts, for a pension. 

By Mr. OWEN: The memorial of Henry P. Vanghan, and 
120 others; the memorial of John Franklin, and 235 others; 
the memorial of Warner L. Scott, and 278 others; all pray- 
ing a grant of lands to the State of Indiana, to aid her in com- 
pleting the Wabash and Erie canal. 

By Mr. HERRICK: The petition of James Wakefield, and 
259 others, citizens of Maine and Massachusetts, for a light- 
house atthe entrance of the Kennebunk harbor, in said 
State of Maine. Also, petition of Thomas W. Shannon, and 
46 others, citizens of Saco and Biddeford, in said State of 
Maine, for the same object. 

By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of John Stroechecker and 
others, forthe repayment of money paid by the fire and 
marine insurance company of Charleston, upon the loss of 
the schoner Enterprise, detained in Bermuda, and the cargo 
seized by the British authority. 

By Mr. TILDEN: The petition of R. B. Campbell, and 
others, praying for the establishment of a mail route from 
Washington Pa., to Cleveland Ohio: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Offices. 

By Mr. WHEATON: The petitions of 264 citizens of the 
county of Ono ee esa asking for a reduction of post- 
age, and the abolition of the ae Faxiess: referred to 
the Committee on the Pest Office t Roads. 


_the act entitled An act to carry into effect, with the 
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IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, December 31, 1844. 


Mr. CHOATE présented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Northborough, Worcester county, Massa- 
chusetts, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas to the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition from Pierre 
Chouteau, jr., Louis Menard, and others, praying 
the confirmation of their title to certain lands in the 
Territory of lowa; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a preamble and resolu- 
tion adopted at a public meeting of citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, on the subject of the post office law; 
in favor of reducing the rates of postage, and abol- 
ishing the franking privilege: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. UPHAM presented a petition from Abigail 
Wadham, of Goshen county, Connecticut, praying 
compensation for the revolutionary services per- 
formed by her first husband, Captain Heman Allen: 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of the 
association of Friends for the promotion of the abo- 
lition of slavery and improving the condition of the 

ople of color, protesting against the annexation of 

exas to the United States: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill granting a pension to George Whit- 
len; which was read, and ordered to a second read- 


ing. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported back without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that they do pass, the bill 
to regulate the appointment of officers in the rev- 
enue marine, and the bill to regulate the pay of 
engineers and assistant engineers in the naval ser- 
vice. 

Mr. BATES, from the Committee on Pensions, 
reported a bill for making compensation to pension 
agents; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instruct- 
ed to report to the Senate the condition of the old custom- 
house in the city of New Orleans, and the sum requir- 
ed for the construction of a new custom-house in the said 
city; the sum required to complete the marine hospital in 
the city of New Orleans, and to improve the harbor at port 
Pontchartrain in the State of Louisiana. 

The joint resolution from the House, securing a 
more perfect accountability of the public property, 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Buildings. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill to organize a 
corps of sappers, miners and pontoniers. 

Mr. BERRIEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and passed, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the 
judicial act of 1789 as to authorize the award of the writ of 


abeas corpus in cases in which it cannot issue under the 
existing provisions of the said act. 


Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of New Madrid county, Missouri, praying 
Congress to grant to the State of Indiana certain un- 
sold lands in said district, for the purpose of com- 
pleting the werk connecting Lake Erie with the Ohio 
river: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
Mr. HUNTINGTON gave notice thei he would 
to-morrow ask leave to introduce a bill relating to 
revenue cutters and seamen. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Library be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of subscribing for, or pur- 
chasing, acertain number of volumes of the writings, re- 


ports, correspondence, and paper# of the late Gen. Alexan- 
der Hamilton, and to report thereon. 


On motion by Mr. BAGBY, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of William C. Eas 
ton be taken from the files and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 


Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill to amend 





States of Alabama and Mississippi, the existing 
compact with those States in regard to the five-per- 
cent. fund and school reservations: referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE— 


Resolued, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a post road from Mount Clemens, in the county 
of Macomb and State of Michigan, to Rome, in the said 
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county, through the towns of Macomb and Ray—to report 
by bill or otherwise. 


On motion by Mr. WOODBRIDGE— 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
route from Sault de Ste. Marie, in the State of Michigan, te 
Fort Wilkins, on Lake Superior—to report by bill or other. 
wise. 

Mr. HAYWOOD presented a pa from Sa- 
rah Bass, praying compensation for the revolution- 
ary services of her father: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table, viz: 








Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to the Senate a copy of the letter of Mr. Shannon to the De- 
partment of State, communicating the note of the Mexican 
Secretary of State, in relation to the ayment ofthe April and 
July instalments of the Mexican indemnity to the nt ap- 


pointed by the United States to receive the indemnities un- 
der the convention of 1843 


Also, to communicate to the Senate the name of the 
agent appointed to receive said indemnities, and the secu- 
rity, if any, which may have been taken for the faithful 
performance of his duty, and the terms and conditions of his 
appointment. 

Also, whether said agent has communicated any informa- 
tien to the authorities of the United States in relation to the 
non-payment of the instalments of the said indemnities due 
in April and July last. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate a statement of the in- 
demnities actually paid to the United States agent, with the 
date of such payment to him, the date of the receipt of the 
money so paid at the treasury of the United States, and a 
statement ofthe costs and charges made and allowed against 
such instalments before paid to the claimants. 


The joint resolution for the relief of Joshua Shaw 
and Seleinen P. Corser was read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported back, without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that they do pass, the 
bill to organize a new land district in the southern 

art of the State of Arkansas; and 

The bill for the relief of William Elliott, jr., of 
Fulton county, Illinois. 

The bill entitled “An act to grant certain lands to 
the State of Indiana, the better to enable that State 
to complete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre 
Haute to the Ohio river,” was taken up and read 
the third time; and the question being, Shall the bill 

ass? 

Mr. HAYWOOD desired a postponement of the 
bill for a few days, to enable him to examine into 
certain remonstrances from Vincennes, Indiana, 
against the proposed improvement. 


Mr. WHITE made a long speech on the merits 
of the bill, and showed that those who resided in 
the ancient town of Vincennes were opposed to the 
extension of the Wabash and Erie canal, but in fa- 
vor of the improvement of the Wabash river as a 
counter project—a thing which was impracticable. 
Their opposition grew out of the impression that the 
canal improvement would injuriously affect the com- 
mercial interests of thattown. He urged the im- 
mediate passage of the bill, and presented the im- 
portance of the work which was now in progress, 
to the whole West and South. 

Mr. HAYWOOD insisted on the postponement, 
to afford time to examine the provisions of the bill. 

The further consideration of the bill was then post- 
poned to Thursday next. 

Several secret messages were received from the 
President of the United States. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third 
time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Russell. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Rich. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate certain reso- 
lutions of condolence and oreeeer by the 
common council of the city of New York, touching 
the disaster on board the Princeton last spring, by 
which so many valuable lives was lost. The come 
munication was laid on the table. 

Mr. HAYWOOD gave notice that, on Monday 
next, he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the 
annexation of Texas to the United states. 

Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolution; 
which lies over for consideration: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to the Senate a copy of the report made to the engineer de- 

ment on military defences of the country, by Lieutenant 
alleck, of the corps of Engineers. 

On motion of Mr. TAPFAN, the previous ordere 
were postponed, and the bill providing for the estab- 
lishment of the Smithsonian institute was taken up 
asin committee of the whole, and various verbal 
amendments offered by him were adopted. 
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Mr. HUNTINGTON then moved to postpone 


the further consideration of the bill to Monday 
next. 

Mr. CHOATE asked the senator to modify his 
motion by substituting Tuesday for Monday. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON aassenting, the bill was 

stponed to Tuesday. 

r. CHOATE and Mr. TAPPAN respectivel 
handed to the Chair amendments to the bill whic 
they intend to offer on Tuesday next; and at their 
request these amendments were ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUNTINGTON, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 
business, and shortly after adjourned till Thursday 
next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Tvespay, December 31, 1844. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

Mr. TIBBATS rose and said he desired to obtain 
leave to introduce a bill and joint resolution in rela- 
tion to the annexation of Texas. 

Mr. BARNARD objected, notice not having been 
heretofore given. 

Mr. TIBBATTS then gave notice of his inten- 
tion hereafter to ask leave to introduce a bill to aur 
thorize the people of Texas to form a constitution 
and State government, and for the admission of 
such State into the Union upox an equal footing 
with the original States; and a joint resolution 
pledging to the citizens of Texas the protection of 
this nation until the question of reannexation shall 
be definitively settled. 

The following is a copy of the bill, and also the 
Joint resolution, referred to: 


Whereas, by the third article of the treaty between these 
United States and France for the purchase of Louisiana, 
concluded at Paris in the year of our Lord one thousand 
pe hundred and three, it is stipulated and declared that 
“thejinhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated 
in the United States, and admitted, as soon as possible, ac- 
cording to the principles of the tederal constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities of 
citizens of the United States; and, in the meantime, they 
shail be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of 
their amecty j property, and the religion which they pro- 
fess:” And whereas the then territory of Texas was a part 
of the said territory of Louisiana, ceded by France to the 
United States by the treaty aforesaid: And whereas the 
raid territory of ‘iexas was ceded by the United States to 
Spain by the treaty of Florida of the 22d February, 1819: 
And whereas the citizens of said territory have declared, 
vindicated, and established their independence as a nation, 
and erected for themselves an independent republic; and, as 
it is represented, are desirous of waving said territory re- 
annexed to these United States, and the citizens of said re- 
public restored to the rights, privileges, and immunities 
— by the said third article of the said treaty of 

Ouisiana: And whereas a faithful adherence to the stipu- 
lations of treaties isthe glory of a nation, and should be 
preserved inviolate; and good faith to France, and justice to 
the citizens of Texas, require that # shall be done: 

Be it enacted, &c., That the citizens of the entire Territo- 
ry of the said republic of Texas, within the limits of Louis- 
iana, as originally purchased by the United States of France, 
or otherwise acquired, be, and they are hereby authorized 
to form for themselves a constitution and State government, 
which shall be republican and not inconsistent with the 
constitution of the United States, and to assume such name 
as they shal] deem proper, and the said State, when formed, 
shall be admitted into the Union upon an equal footing with 
the original States in every respect whatsoever; and the 
eaid constitution may be forined by the citizens of Texas b 
a legislative act, or any other authentic act which shall 
show the will of the majority to express their assent to the 
same. 

Sec.%. Beit further, gc. That in all that portion of the 
territery which lies north of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes north latitude, slavery and involuntary servitude, 
(otherwise than inthe punishment of crimes, whereof the 

varties shall have been duly convicted,) shall be, and is 
Rossby, forever prohibited; provided, that any person es- 
caping into the same, from whom labor or service is law- 
fully claimed in any State or Territory of the United States, 
such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to 
the person claiming his or her labor or service aforesaid. 

Sc. 3. Be it further, Gc. That in case a constitution 
and State government shall be formed for the people of 
Texas, the legislature, or other authority forming the same, 
orthe representatives therein, us soon thereafter as may 
be, shall cause a true and attested copy of such constitution, 
or frame of State government, as shall be formed or pro- 
vided, to be transmitted to Congress. 

Src. 4. Be it further, &c. That until the next general 
census be taken, the said State shall be entitled to one rep- 
resentative in the House of Representatives of the United 
States. 

Sec. 5. Be tt further, &c. That all persons who shall be 
citizens of the republic of Texas, according to the consti- 
tution and laws of that republic at the time of the adoption 
of their State constitution, shall be, and they are hereby, 
declared to be citizens of the United States; and all persons 
who, by said constitution and laws, would have become cit- 
izens Gf said republic on arriving to the age of twenty-one 
years, shallbe, and they are hereby, declared to be citi- 
gens ofthe United States upon their arriving to such age 
respectively. 
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Sec. 6. Be it further, &c., That the following propositions 
be, and they are 7 to the legislature or other 
authority which shall be designated on the part of the citi- 
zens of Texas to form such State constitution for their free 
acceptance or rejection; which, if accepted, shall be obliga- 
tory upon the United States. 

First. The said State shall cede to the United States all 
that part of the territory now belonging to said repub- 
lic outside of a boundary to be fixed by the legislature, or 
otherauthority which shall be designated on the part of the 
citizens of Texas to form their State constitution, which 
shall include an extent not exceeding the latgest State in 
the Union; all the public lands and public pares thereof, 
ofevery description whatever, including all public lots and 
squares, vacant lands, mines, minerals, salt lakes and 
springs, public edifices, fortifications, barracks, ports and 
harbors, navy and navy-yards, docks, magazines, arms, ar- 
maments, and accoutrements, archives and public docu- 
ments, public funds, debts, taxes, and dues unpaid in such 
territory, which shall be called the Southwest Territory, 
the inhabitants of which shall be reincorporated in the Uni- 
ted States upon the same principles and guaranties as were 
stipulated and declared by the said third article of the said 
treaty with Frence, concluded at Paris in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and three; and the said 
territory shall be held by the United States as one of their 
territories in full property and sovereignty, subject to the 
same constitutional provisions with their other territories. 
And the said State shall further cede to the United States all 
the public lands and public property of the description 
aforesaid withinside of the boundary aforesaid, to be fixed 
as aforesaid, to be held by the United States in full property 
in fee simple, subject, however, to the sovereignty of said 
State; the public lands ceded, both within and without 
said boundary, to be subject to the laws of the United 
States regulating the public lends in the territories 
of the United States; subject, however, to such 
changes as Congress may, ,from time to time, think 
proper to make. All titles to realestate which are held valid 
under the laws of Texas, shall be held valid by the United 
States, and measures shall be adopted by the United States 
for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled claims for land 
and patents granted to those found to be valid; and as, in 
consequence of the mode in which lands have been survey- 
ed in Texas, or from previous grants or locations, the six- 
teenth portion cannot be applied for the purpose of educa- 
tion, Congress shall make equal provision by grant of land 
elsewhere. 

Second. The United States to assume and agree to pay the 
sum of three hundred and fifty thousand dollars of the pub- 
lic debt of Texas at the treasury of the United States 
within ninety days after official notices shall have 
been received of the acceptance and ratification of 
these articles, as follows: Two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars to Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, or 
his executors, or administrators, on the delivery of that 
amount of ten per cent. bonds of Texas; and one hundred 
thousand dollars in the redemption of exchequer bills which 
may be in circulation at the time of the acceptance and rati- 
fication of these articles. And for the payment ofall the resi- 
due of the public debt and liabilities of Texas, however 
created, for which the faith or credit of her government may 
be bound at the time of the acceptance.and ratification of 
these articles, and not exceeding the sum of ten millions of 
dollars, the United States pledge and will hold in pledge the 
net proceeds of the public lands and public property ceded 
by these articles, after deducting the abovenamed sum of 
three hundred and fifty thousand dollars, andthe expenses 
which may be incurred by the United States for the support 
ofthe Territory aforesaid; and immediate measures shall be 
adopted by the United States to ascertain the amount of 
said debts and liabilities of Texas, and certificates shall be 
issued to the claimants therefor, which shall distinguish the 
principal debt from the interest, and bear an interest of 
three per cent. per annum from the respective dates thereof, 
and shall be receivable at par in payment for the purchase 
ofthe public lands and —C* property aforesaid, and of any 
of the public lands of the United States; but in case the said 
debts and liabilities shall, including the said sum of three 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, exceed the aforesaid 
sum of ten million of dollars, then, before issuing certifi- 
cates therefor to the claimants, there shall be made on each 
claim such proportionable and rateable deduction as to re- 
duce the aggregate to the sum of ten million of dollers. 

Third. Until further provision be made, the laws of Tex- 
as existing at the time of the ratification and acceptance of 
these articles, shall remain in force; and all executive and 
judicial officers in said Southwest Territory to be ceded as 
aforessid shall retain their offices, with all power and au- 
thority appertaining thereto, and the courts of justice shall 
remain in all respects as now established and organized. 

Fourth. Immediately after official notice of the ratifica- 
tion and acceptance of these articles, the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, if in session, shall appoint a commissioner, who 
shall proceed to Texas, and receive the transfer of the ter- 
ritory thereof, and all the archives and public property of 
the said state above designated, in the name of the United 
States; and the said commissioner shall exercise all execu- 
tive authority in said Southwest,Territory to be ceded as 
aforesaid, necess to the proper execution ofthe laws un- 
til otherwise provided. And if the Senate be not in session 
when such official notice shall be received, the commission 
of said commissioner shall expire with the termination of 
the next session of that body, unless his nomination shall 
have been, on nomination, ratified and confirmed. 

Fifth. That if any difficulty shall exist, or controversy 
arise, with any other power in relation to the boundaries of 
Texas, the proper authorities of the United States will open 
negotiations as soon as practicable for the amicable ad- 
justment of the same. 

Whereas propositions and negotiations are depending be- 
tween the United States andthe repubiic of Texas, relative 
to, and having for their object, the reannexation of Texas to 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the people of the United States owe it to 
their own honor, and to the people of Texas to protect them 
from all foreign aggression or invasion by me other power, 
hoe pendency of such propositions and negotiations. 

2, Resolved, That this nation will protect the people of 





Texas from all foreign aggression and invasion, uxti , 
time as the question of reannexation shall be definitives” 
settled; and that the President of the United States jy .” 
thorized, until such definitive settlement of said question 
secure to the citizens of Texas all needful and practices). 
protection in their persons, business, and Property, by = 
and by land. a 


Mr. BELSER also gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution for the ay, 
nexation of Texas. 

Mr: BOWLIN, pursuant to notice, asked and ob, 
tained leave to introduce a bill to amend an act ene 
titled an Act to regulate trade and intercourse wit), 
the Indian tribes, and preserve peace on the froy, 
tiers, approved 30th June, 1834; and it was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judjcia. 
ry, and the bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON submitted a resolution to fix 3 
o’clock this day for the termination of debate jn 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
on the bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands in favor of cultivators and settlers, 

Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Jenks an¢ 
Bourke were appointed; and they reported 49 in the 
affirmative and 74 in the negative. 

The resolution was, in consequence, rejected. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. VANCE moved that the rules be suspended, 
for the purpose of calling the committees for reports; 
which was agreed to. : 

Mr. VANCE, from the Committee of Cizims 
reported the following bills; and they were read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and the reports and bills were ordered to be 
printed: 

A bill for the relief of Philip Swartzhawber. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Homans. 

A bill for the relief of William Rich. 

He also reported back the following Senate bills, 
and they were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and were ordered to be printed: 

An act for the relief of James Ritchie. 

An act for the relief of Gideon Bachelder and 
others. 

An act for the relief of J. McFarlane. 

Mr. PRESTON KING, from the Committee on 
Commerce, asked to be discharged from the memo- 
rial of Robert T. Norris, and that it be referred to 
the Committee of Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and were ordered to be printed: 

A bill to confirm certain private entries of land in 
the northwestern land district, in the State of Mix 
sissippi. 

A bill to grant certain lands to the State of lIn- 
diana, the better to enable the State to extend and 
complete the Wabash and Erie canal from Terre 
Haute to the Ohio river. 

On the motion of Mr. DAVIS, the same commit- 
tee was discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of citizens of the State of Pennsy!- 
vania for an amendment of the constitution, so as 
to appropriate the public lands for the abolition of 
slavery; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. HOPKINS, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported ‘‘A bill for the relief 
of the Bank of the Metropolis; which was read a 
first and second time, committed to the Committee 
of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHGENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to provide for continuing the 
improvement of the navigation of the Hudson river; 
a it was read the first and second time, and con- 
mitted to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

‘ Mr. DANA, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported, with amendments, 
a bill which had been recommitted to that committee, 
entitled A bill to establish certain post routes; and it 
was committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. ; 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, with amendments, several 
bills, which had been referred to that committee; and 
aa, were committed to the Committee of the 
Ww - on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed. os 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the annual re- 
port of the Secretary of War, reported upon so 
much thereof as relates to the establishment of na- 
tional foundries; favorable to the establishment of 
two foundries, one in Pennsylvania, in or near the 











f South Easton, in the county of North- 
a. led one in the State of Geor, ia, in Cass 


county, at or near where the Great Western and 
Atlantic railroad crosses the Etowah river: it was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered tobe printed. 

Mr. PARMENTER, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill to consolidate and 
amend the acts in relation to the pensions ef widows 
and orphans of naval officers, seamen, and marines; 
and it was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 

Also, a bill reserving certain naval pensions for 
the term of five years; which was read twice, and 
committed to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported favorably on the memorial 
of Henry Ledyard, late chargé d'affaires to France, 
and asked leave to introduce a bill, which was read 
twice, and committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CULLOM, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported adversely on the petition of 
Charles Larrabee and William Norman; and they 
were ordered to lie on the table. 

And, on his motion, that Committee was dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Chester Parrish; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BRINKERHOFF, from the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, reported a bill providing for inva- 
lids in the ordnance department; which was twice 
read, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the same committeee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Wm. Gasup. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jofin Ficklin. 

Both of which bills were referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, an adverse report in the case of John Stone; 
which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. TIBBATTS, from the same committee, re- 

rteda bill for the relief of Arthur R. Frogge, of 
sien county, Tennessee; which was referred to 
the Committee of the W hole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. JOHN P. KENNEDY, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a bill to alter the mode of 
admeasurement of tonnage of ships and vessels em- 
ployed in the merchant service of the United States; 
which was twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and or- 
dered to be printed. 


PRE-EMPTION RIGHTS. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported, as a substitute for bill No. 45, a bill 
to establish a permanent prospective pre-emption 
system in favor of actual settlers on the pablic lands. 


LOUISVILLE AND PORTLAND CANAL. 


Mr. HOLMES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back the bill ‘‘to authorize the pur- 
chase of the residue of the stock held by individual 
stockholdzrs in the Louisville and Portland canal 
company, and to make the navigation of said canal 
free from toll;’? with the recommendation of the com- 
mittee that the bill do not pass. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on the Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill to provide 
for an addition to the patent office. 

Also, a joint resolution providing for the selection 
of a site for the national Washington monument. 

Also,a report upon the subject of an additional 
building for the accommodation of the War and 
Navy Departments, accompanied by an amendment 
to the bil — 199) relating thereto. 

All which were referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
— ° 

80, a report upon the propriety of purchasing 
the several fate Salenning' tp iadieidente in the 
square upon which the General Post Office building 
stands; which was laid on the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 


Mr. J. A. BLACK, from the select committee, to 
whom was referred the bill to regulate the pay of 
the army, and for other purposes, reported back the 
same, with amendments; which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
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lief of Asenath Irvis; which was read twice, and re- 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 


MEETING OF NATIONAL INSTITUTE. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked and obtained 
leave of the House to offer a resolution, granting 
the use of the hall of the House of Representatives 
for the delivery of a discourse by the Hon Levi 
Woopsury, before the National Institute, on Mon- 
day evening next. 

Vhich resolution was unanimously adopted. 


THE SICK AND POOR OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA. 


Mr. BOWER, from the Committee for the District 
of Columbia, asked leave to report a resolution di- 
recting the Door-keeper of the House to deliver to 
the order of the Female Union Benevolent Society 
of this city, the old refuse and surplus wood, now 
in the vault of the Capitol, for the use of the suffer- 
ing sick, and destitute poor, provided the same can 
be spared from the supply necessary for the use of 
the House, and that it does not exceed 50 cords, 


Mr. G. W. JONES, a member of the same com- 
mittee, suggested a doubt as to whether this was in 
reality a report authorized from that committee, 
and he opposed the resolution on constitutional 
grounds. 

After some conversation between Mr. BOWER 
and Mr. JONES as to what had taken place in com- 
mittee on this subject, 

Mr. BOWER withdrew the report. 

Mr. SIMONS asked and obtained leave to offer a 
resolution to rescind the former resolution of the 
House, calling on the Secretary of the Navy for the 
report proposed to be made to the House early at 
the last session, of the experiments testing the 
utility of the inventions to prevent the explosion of 
steam-boilers. 

Mr. WINTHROP remarked that, within twenty- 
four or forty-eight hours, this very report had been 
laid on their tables. As the original resolution, then, 
had expended itself, he deemed the present one alto- 
gether unnecessary and superfluous. 

Mr. SIMONS stated the reasons which had in- 
duced him to offer the resolution. 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
rej: cted. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITIES. 


Mr. DARRAGH asked and obtained leave to of- 
fer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President he requested to communicate 
to this House. if, in his opinion, not inconsfstent with the 
public interest, a copy of the despatch from Mr. Shannon to 
the Department of State, covering the communication from 
Mr. Rejon tojJMr. Shannon of Sept. 2d, 1844, informing him of 
the payment of the instalments therein mentioned under the 
convention of 1839, and such other communications as have 
been received from Mr. Shannon on the same subject; and 
to inform the House who is the agent of the United States 
to receive said payments, under what authority he exer- 
cises the power of agent, and whether any and what infor- 
mation has been received by said agent on the subject; 
whether any receipt was given to the government of Mex- 
ico for said sums of money, and copies of any order on the 
Treasury of Mexico for said payments; what was dene with 
them, and where the same now are, and whether any; and 
what remonstrances or complaints have been made to the 
government’of Mexico on the subject of the non-payments 
of suid orders on the treasury. 


Mr. D. remarked that, according to the terms of 
the convention of 1839 with Mexico, the money due 
frem the republic of Mexico to citizens of this coun- 
try was made payable in instalments. These in- 
stalments had been paid up to April last, and since 
that time no money has been received. He repre- 
sented one gentleman who had one of these claims 
of the amount of twenty-five or thirty thousand dol- 
tars; and he wished to call the attention of the 
House to the facts connected with this matter. 

The SPEAKER here remarked that the gentle- 
man was not in order, and could only be permit- 
ted to proceed by the unanimous consent of the 
House. 

No objections being made, 

Mr. DARRAGH proceeded. What he intended 
to say was, that under the treaty with Mexico of 
1839, the indemnity was to be paid every three 
months; and it appeared that it was paid up to 
the third of July last, according to a notice to the 
claimants which appeared in the official paper here. 
In looking at the correspondence communicated by 
the President to this House on the subject of our 
relations with Mexico, the strange fact was present- 
ed, that the letter from Mr. Rejon, transmitted b 
Mr. Shannon, in which he stated that the instal 
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ments had been paid to the agent of the United 
States, was not sent w the House, while a letter from 
Mr. Benjamin Green, dated in this city, in which he 
says the instalments were not paid, was transmit- 
ted. The House would perceive that, in August 
last, we were informed that the instalments were 
regularly paid to the agent of the United States. 
Now, he was at a loss to know where the agent of 
the United States received his authority to collect 
this money. Who had aright toappoint this agent, 
when there was a consul of the United States regu. 
larly appointed to transact business of this nature? 
He understood that this agent was a German bank- 
er named Voss, and that he received the money, 
though it has never got into the treasury of the 
United States. Now, he wanted to know how this 
man got his authority to receive this money, and 
whether he or the minister of the United States re- 
= for it. 


r. D. then went on to show that, in the des- 

tches of Mr. Shannon, there was not the slightest 
intimation that this money had not been paid, nor 
did he make — such charge during the angry cor- 
respondence which took place between him and 
Mr. Rejon. 1]t wasa matter of official notice that 
this money had been paid; and there was no contra- 
diction to it but the letter of Mr. Benjamin Green 
to Mr. Calhoun, written since he came to this city. 
Now, he would remurk that the letter of Mr. Green 
was not official, for he had nothing to do with the 
matter, and had no authority to interfere with it. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON suggested to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania to insert the usual condition 
in the resolution—that the information is asked for 
if, in the opinion of the executive, it will not be in- 
compatible with the public interest to give it. 

r. DARRAGH acceded to the suggestion; and 

having amended his resolution— 

After some further conversation, 

Mr. BARNARD offered the following amend- 
ment: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
questedto put this House in possessionof the precise in- 
formation said to have been received at the Department of 
State through Major Butler, agent of the Cherokee Indians, 
in September last, that emissaries oragents of the Mexican 
government were employed in instigating the Indian tribes 
onour southwestern frontier to acts of hosiility ageinst 
our citizens and those of Texas residing in their respective 
neighborhoods. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House what representations he has caused to be made to 
the government of Mexico in reference to this proceeding; 
and to fuinishthe House with copies of any diplomatic in- 
structions or correspondence on the subject, if not, in his 
judgment, incompatible with the public interests. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House by what subsisting treaty the United States are 
bound to the government of Texas to maintain peace and 
harmony among the several Indian nations who inhabit the 
lands adjacent to the bays and rivers which form the bound- 
aries between the two countries, &c., as seems to be as- 
sumed in aletter from Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Donelson, dated 
Department of State, Washington, September 17, 1844. 

esolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House in what treaty of the United States with any foreign 
power are found the stipulations referred to in that letter 
which require or authorize the troops of the United States, 
in any contingency, condition, or terms whatever, to be 
marched into Texas or any where out of the territory of the 
United States. 

Resvulved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House under what constitutional or legal provisions, or un- 
der what usage ofthe government, a charge d’affaires of the 
United States, near a foreign government, consulting with 
the authorities of such foreign government, is instructed (as 
in the letter of Mr. Calhoun to Mr. Donelson, just referred 
to) to assume the control and direction of the movement of 
the troops ofthe United States, which may be placed in the 
field for actual service, in face ofa public enemy, so far as 
to designate the points towhich they shall march, and at 
which they shall be stationed—to that extent placing the 
the troops, and the officer in command of them, under the 
superior authority, orders, and command of such charge. 


The SPEAKER having decided this amendment 
to be out of order, 

The question was put on the adoption of the res- 
olution; and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BARNARD then asked leave to offer the 
above as a noes resolution; and, objections being 
made, moved to suspend the rules; which motion 
was negatived—yeas 80, nays 85. 

MAP OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Mr. H. HAMLIN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote by which the Fiouse yesterday directed the 
Clerk to precure for each of the members a map of 
the United States, from the latest surveys. He ex- 
— his reason to be that the map ordered would 

on too small a scale to be of any value. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON supported the motion 
for the reconsideration. He oni he understood that 
it was intended to procure the maps with a view of 


aiding members in the Texas discussion; but, as 
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they could not be procured in time, he hoped the 
vote would be reconsidered. He, however, had no 
objection to the preparation of a map, for he be- 
lieved it would be useful; but it should be such a 
map as would be of some utility: and, so long as 
they had a Committee on Engraving—a committee 
which had already done enough to command for it 
the respect of the House and of the country—he 
thought this matter should go to that committee, 
that by it the bargain for the map might be made. 
Hitherto they had paid eight, ten, and in some cases 
twelves times more for engraving than they ought to 
have paid, and engravers had grown wealthy out of 
congressional engraving. Such abuses, however, 
had been stopped by the Committee on Engraving; 
and he hoped this resolution would take that direc- 
tion. 

Some conversation having taken place between 
Mr. COBB and Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL— 

Mr. WINTHROP intimated that the original res- 
olution had originated with him, in the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs; and he hoped the House would 
give them such a map as they could use at their 

esks without inconvenience. He said he was in- 
formed by a gentleman from New York [Mr. Mose- 
Ler) that a map of the State of New York and a 
map of the United States were every year laid on 
the tables of the members of the legislature of that 
State, at the commencement of the session, done up 
with the rules of the two Houses—the one being 
considered as indispensable as the other; and he 
hoped the same thing would be done here annually 
by the Clerk of this House. Such a map was use- 
ful to members during the discussions either on ad- 
joining foreign territories or domestic possessions; 
and he had mentioned twenty inches square because 
that would be large enough for the purpose. They 
surely did not want large and expensive maps for 
gentlemen to take home, to hang on their walla, 
there to study geography. 

A motion was made to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table; which was rejected. 

Haig question recurring on the motion to recon- 
sider, 

Mr. HAMMETT briefly advocated the motion, 
and spoke against the propriety of procuring in this 
manner, at the expense of the House, maps which 
were in everybody’s hands in the country. If any- 
thing were to be done on the subject, he thought it 
should first be referred to the Committee on En- 

ving. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, in some remarks in fa- 
vor of the reconsideration, and in opposition to pro- 
curing the map, referred to the postponements, from 
time to time, of the Texas question, which had al- 
ready taken place, and seemed to imply that it would 
not soon come up. 

Mr. HAMMETT pledged himself to the gentle- 
man ‘from Pennsylvania, and to the whole House, 
that it would be but a very few days before they 
should have the Texas question hot and heavy. 

Mr. INGERSOLL replied: Let it come, sir; let it 
come. 

After a remark which caused a burst of laughter 
(but which could not be heard by the reporter) at 
the left of the Speaker, 

Mr. I, proceeded to say that really he believed 
they would have the discussion of the Texas ques- 
tion at the time when the Greek calends were said 
to come—at an indefinite, unknown, and very un- 
certain period. When you show Texas on this 
floor, (said he,) we shall be ready to meet it; but at 
present, the indications were of letting Texas go to 
sleep, and-reserving the adjustment of the matter to 
a future administration, which should have all the 
responsibility and all the glory of it. He said again, 
let it come: he trusted it would come and go, as 
shadows come and depart. 

Mr. WM. J. BROWN moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON asked for the reading of 
the resolution; which was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to pro- 
cure for each of the members of this House, as early as 
may be, a map of the United States prepared agreeably to the 
latest and most authentic = and reduced to a scale 
for convenient reference in the House, not exceeding twen- 
ty inches square, exhibiting all the principal features and 
settlements of our acknowledged territory, together with 
ee outlines of the contiguous possessions of Texas, 

exico, Great Britain, Russia, &e. &e. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main question ordered; and being ta- 
ken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the vote adopting the resolution was reconsid- 


ered. 
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The question recurring on the adoption of the res- 
olution, 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said he desired to move 
an amendment, so as to put the resolution into the 
form of an inquiry, and to refer it to the Committee 
on Engraving. 

Mr. McDOWELL moved to lay the resolution 
on the table; which motion was agreed to without a 
division. 

Thus the matter is disposed of. 

Mr. PAYNE asked and obtained leave to present 
the memorial of Alvin C. Goell, asking for indem- 
nity for infringement of patent rights for the ma- 
king of rockets and other articles in the United 
States armories, arsenals, and for wrongs received at 
the hands of United States officers. 

Mr. P. moved the reference thereof to a select 
committee to consist of the members who consti- 
tuted the committee at the last session of Congress. 

After some conversation on the subject by Messrs. 
ADAMS and PAYNE, 

The motion, having been so modified as to pro- 
vide for the reference to a select committee of five 
members, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, it was 


Ordered, That when this House adjourn it will adjourn 
to meet on Thursday next. 


Mr. HUBARD asked and obtained leave to 


withdraw certain papers from the files of the 
House. 


TEXAS. 


Mr. WELLER moved that the House adjourn; 
but withdrew the motion at the request of 

Mr. McDOWELL, who rose and said he wished 
to give notice that, unless the proposition of the an- 
nexation of Texas was taken up within three days, 
he should ask leave to introduce a bill to annex it 
as a State to this Union. 


No objection being made, the notice was received 
and entered on the journal. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House then adjourned, to meet on Thursday 
at 12 o’clock. 


The following notices of petitions presented to- 


day, were handed to the reporters by the members 
presenting them: 


By Mr. ISAAC E. MORSE: The petition of a large num- 
ber of inhabitants of the parishes of Natchitoches, Cald- 
well, and Ouachita, praying for the establishment of a post 
road between the towns of Monroe and Natchitoches, and 
for the location of post offices at the intermediate towns: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

By Mr. CROSS: The memorial and accompanying papers 
of Asshel Brainard, praying an increase of pension. 

By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT: The petition of Louis Chap- 
perton, of Michigan, for damages sustained during the late 
war: referred to the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. HENRY DODGE: A memorial signed by 80 citi- 
zens of Monroe city, State of Michigan, asking Congress 
for an appropriation for the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers; a memorial signed hy 30 citizens of Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, asking Congress for an appropriation 
for the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; four 
memorials signed by 231 citizens of Brown county, Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin, asking an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers; which were respect- 
ively referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. PRATT: The petition of Renny Waterman, for a 
law granting him letters patent for certain improvements in 
fire engines, &c. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Henry Ruffner and 
others, inhabitants of the town of Lexington, in Virginia, 
praying a reduction of the rates of postage: referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. ALFRED P. STONE: The memorial of William 
Champe, praying for relief: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of E. W. Gardner and 
24 others, of Nantucket, against the annexation of Texas 
as slave territory. The petition of Job Bailey and others, 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. 
The petition of Daniel Fisher and $2 others, for rebuilding 
the breakwater at Edgartown, Massachusetts. 

3y Mr. BYRAM GREEN: The petition of the inhabit- 
ants of Oviel, in the county of Genesee, New York, re- 
questing a reduction of the rates of postage. 

By Mr. PHOENIX: A memorial from the chamber of com- 
merce of New York, praying for the establishment of the 
ware-house system. 

By Mr. BARRINGER: The petition of R. W. Allison and 
C. N. Price, and 83 other citizens of North Carolina, in fa- 
— of rebuilding the branch mint at Charlotte, North Caro- 
ina. 

By Mr. PAYNE: The petition of Samuel Walker and Fran- 
cis G. Beatty, praying remuneration for injuries sustained 
by them while employedon the new treasury building in 
the City of Washington: referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 

By Mr. SEVERANCE: The petition of Henry Sewall and 
52 others, of Augusta, Maine, against the annexation of 
Texas, as a slaveholding territory. Also the petition of C. 
S. Pray and 52 others, of East Livermore, in the State of 
Maine, for a reduction of postage. . 

By Mr. J. A. WRIGHT: The petition of the ‘mechanics 


and laborers of the navy-yard, in Washington, . 

ing compensation for the time in which they. woceh™ y 

— ina _— Sone during the suspension of rf 

public works in the yard in 1843: referred to the ¢ ' 

on Naval Affairs. © the Committee 
By Mr. TIBBATTS: The petition of Jonathan Shafer ask. 


ing ment for a last final-settlement certificate ; 
Christian Orendoff: referred to the Committee on "Rev 
pone Claims. The petition ofthe heirs of John Mount, 
joy, deceased, late of Kentucky: referred to the c,. 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. ™ 
By Mr. H. HAMLIN: The petition of Luc 
pension for services of her husband int 
war: referred to the Committee on Revolu 
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Mr. SEVIER poms the petition of Joby 
Ross and others, of Little Rock, Arkansas, praying 
for the establishment of a mail route from Clarks. 
ville, in Johnson county, to Carrollton, in Carrol} 
county, Arkansas; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Also, presented the petition of John Dillard, of 
Arkansas, praying remuneration for losses sustained 
in furnishing supplies to the Camanche and other 
Indians: referred to the Committee on Indian Af. 
fairs. 

On motion by Mr. SEVIER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Mary Ann Morrice, the 
widow of a deceased naval seaman, praying for a renewal 


of her pension, be taken from the files, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from John 
McQuillon and sundry other citizens of Philadel. 
phia, Pa., praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. FOSTER of Tennessee raised the question 
of reception; which was ordered to lie on the table, 

Mr. BATES presented a petition from John W. 
Alexander and sundry legal voters of the town of 
Mendon, Massachusetts, praying for the rejection 
of all propositions for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States as a slaveholding Territory: refer- 
red to the Committee on char Relations. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition ftom John 
Carlow, of Portland, Maine, praying for a pension: 
referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from certain 
surgeons and assistant surgeons in the navy of the 
United States, asking for the enactment of a law 
giving them rank the same as is allowed to like offi- 
cers in the army: referred to the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs. 

Also presented the petition of Mrs. O’Brien, the 
widow of Lieutenant Lucius O’Brien, who lost his 
life in the Florida war, praying for a pension: re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented from Mary P. 
Egan, corresponding secretary of the female aboli- 
tion society of Pennsylvania, six memorials, signed 
by some 148 ladies, respectfully requesting that 
Congress will immediately effect such an alteration 
in the constitution and laws of the United States as 
will relieve the citizens of Pennsylvania from all 
partnership in the — of American slavery. 

Also, from the same lady, three memorials, sign- 
ed by 150 women, asking that the laws of the Uni- 
ted States be so amended as not to compel any 
slave to return, for the purpose of residence, to any 
State where the laws prevent such slave from being 
taught to read the Bible. 

The question of reception being raised on these 
petitions, they were ordered to lie on the table. _ 

Mr. ARCHER presented a memorial from citi- 
zens of Vicksburg, Mississippi, praying for reform 
in the naturalization laws: referred to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

Also presented a petition from A. G. Ralston & 
Co., of Philadelphia, asking that certain duties paid 
the government on imported iron may be refunded 
to them: referred to tte Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
making appropriations for the continuation ef the 
Cumberland road through the States of Ohio, In- 
diana, and Illinois. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, from the Commitiee on 
Commerce, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas 
Smith; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 


y Forhes for, 
he revolutionary 
tionary Pension; 


Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 


William C. Easton; which was read, and ordered to 
a second readin, 


Also seported. back from the same committee, 
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bout amendment, and with a recommendation 
bye pass, the bill to refund the balances due to 
the State of Massachusetts. fs 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Mili 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Mary A. P. 
Zantzinger, widow of Richard A, Zantzinger, de- 
ceased; which was read, and ordered toa second 


ding. 
Oe motion of Mr. WOODBURY, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate whether the receipts, during the 
months of November and December, 1844, have been equal 
to the current expenditures within them; giving, as near as 
may be, the amount of receipts and expenditures in each 
month separately. 

On motion of Mr. BREESE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route from Olney, in Richland county, to 
Louisville, in Clay county; and thence, by Nicholasville 
and Ilnolds, to Vandalia, in Fayette county, in the State of 
Illinois. 

On motion by Mr. WHITE, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Seth M. Leavenworth, pray- 
ing forthe payment of balances due him ona contract for 
carrying the mail, be taken from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported back without amendment, 
and with a recommendation that it do pass, the bill 
making compensation to Joshua Shaw, for the use 
of the percussion caps and lock invented by him. 

The following resolutions submitted by Mr. Ben- 
ton on Tuesday last were taken up, and adopted, 
viz: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to the Senate a copy of the letter of Mr. Shannon tothe De- 
partment of State, communicating the note of the Mexican 
Secretary of State, in relationto the payment of the April 
and July instalments of the Mexican indemnity to the agent 
appointed by the United States to receive the indemnities 
under the convention of 1843. 

Also, to communicate to the Senate the name of the agent 
appointed to receive said indemnities, and the security, if 
any, which may have been taken for the faithful perform- 
ance of hisduty,and the terms and conditions of his ap- 
pointment. 

Also, whether said agent has communicated any informa- 
tion to the authorities of the United States in relation to the 
non-payment of the instalments of the said indemnities cue 
in pemene July last. 

Also. to communicate to the Senate a ztatement of the in- 
demnities actually paid to the United States agent, with the 
date of such payment to him, the date of the receipt of the 
money 80 paid at the treasury of the United States, anda 
statement of the costs and charges made and allowed against 
such instalments before paid to the claimants. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
tothe Senate a copy of the report made to the engineer de- 

ment on military defences ofthe country, by Lieutenant 
alleck, of the corps of engineers. 

Mr. BENTON, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
organization of a company of sappers, miners, and 
pontoniers; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. B., also, from the Committee on Militar 
Affairs, reported back without amendment the bill 
for the relief of Bent, St. Vrain and rey 

The adverse report in the case of Thomas A. 
Russell was concurred in by the Senate. 

The bill for the relief of Mary Reeside, the ad- 
ministratrix on the last will and testament of James 
Reeside, was taken up as in committee of the whole 
for consideratien. 

This bill proposed the adjustment of the great 
Reeside claim upon the government, founded on 
the award of one of the circuit courts in Pennsyl- 
vania in favor of the defendant, and to a large 
amount in acase of suit brought against the great 
mail contractor, James Reeside, for an alleged bal- 
ance due by him to the government on the state- 
ment of accounts made by the Post Office Depart- 
ment; the reference to be of the evidence, facts, and 
vouchers brought out on the trial, to one of the gov- 
ernment auditors for examination and adjustment; 
in conformity with which the Seeretary of the 
Treasury was required to pay the amount of his 
award. ss 

Mr. MERRICK called to the recollection of the 
Senate his opposition to this bill when it was up 
last session—an opposition founded on the assur- 
ances of the Post Office Department that the accounts 
of Reeside had been audited and settled ac- 
cording to law; and that upon these accounts, so 
far from any balance being due to him, 
he died considerably in debt to the government. The 
existing laws which control the department were 
complied with in this adjustment of the accounts, 
and the Post Office Department having decided that 
there was not only no claim upon the government 
in respect to this case, but that there was. a large 
balance due to it by the claimant, he (Mr. M.) felt 
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himself compelled to enter his protest against the 
course proposed by the bill. He objected to ma- 
king any such admission as the bill would imply, 
that there was any claim whatever—for he oiaile 
and totally denied that there was any. Yet, inthe 
face of this fact, ifthe bill were passed, there would 
be an award in favor of the claimant. 

Mr. TAPPAN thought the proper course would 
be, after the statement just made, to refer the bill to 
the Post Office Committee. The Senate would thus 
have the benefit of that committee’s investigation 
and report, as some guidance in acting upon the 
measure. He considered that committee as com- 
petent to judge of the merits of the case by a care- 
ful examination of the grounds of claim, as 
any other committee; and from the nature of its in- 
tercourse with the Post Office Department, it would 
have facilities within its reach for the investiga- 
tion. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he understood that this 
was the very bill which passed the Senate at its last 
session by yeas and nays, and by a very considera- 
ble majority. His friend from Maryland [Mr. Mer- 
Rick] was always pertinacious when he believed 
himself to be in the right. He (Mr. B.) thought, 
however, that it was only necessary to state this 
case to the Senate in a few words, to induce them to 
come to the same conclusion that they did at the 
last session. Was there ever a question so peculi- 
arly adapted to be referred to an independent and 
disinterested tribunal, as this? The Postmaster Gen- 
eral, it seemed, had taken up some prejudice against 
this claim, whether founded or unfounded. He is 
the high porte upon the one side; and the Circuit 
Court of the United States, after a most laborious 
and painful examination, which lasted for six 
weeks, before one of the most competent and search- 
ing judges that ever sat upon the bench of the Sn- 
preme Court, came to the conclusion that there 
was a large amount due to James Reeside; and 
the verdict of the court was according to the 
charge recorded. Now, would the Senate refer the 
claim of any citizen of this country, sustained by the 
opinion of one of our high courts, to an officer of 
this government who had already predetermined 
against the question of claim? What justice would 
there be in that? 

There was the Postmaster General upon the one 
side—and he (Mr. B ) entertained great respect for 
that officer—who had prejudged this question; and 
here was a different tribunal, after hearing all that 
could be alleged on the part of the department: and 
now, on this late day, after the Senate had already 
decided upon the adjustment of the claim, it was 
proposed to withdraw it from the Judiciary Com- 
mittee, and have their judgment re-judged by the 
Post Office Committee. Surely the Senate, in his 
humble judgment, would not pursue this course. 
To whom ought the claim to be referred? To that 
officer of the government who, above all others, is 
distinguished for holding the purse-strings of the 
treasury tight—who has never suffered a dollar to 
go out of the treasury, unless the justness of the 
claim has been well established. In referring it to 
him it is not referred to any officer of doubtful char- 
acter—it is not referred to any officer who might be 
swayed by feeling, on one side or the other; but to 
one who will be governed by principles of strict jus- 
tice. Now, as to the idea so committee of Con- 
gress entering into the examination of this claim—if 
they were to devote all their leisure time to it be- 
tween this and the adjournment of Congress, it 
would be out of the question. It took the circuit 
court six weeks to investigate the case; and now, 
after a full discussion of its merits last session, and 
the report of a committee the present session, it is 
proposed to defer it still further, by referring it to a 
committee acting upon the information of a depart- 
ment known to ostile the claim itself. All he 
(Mr. Bucnanay) asked for this poor widow was 
strict and impartial justice—such as was meted out 
- Peter Hagner to every claim presented before 

im. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Tappan’s 
motion, and it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. MERRICK taking it for granted that his 
opposition now would be as unavailing as it proved 
last session, proposed an amendment to the bill, the 
perpen of which was to secure to a person named 

illiams, $5,000, advanced by him to Reeside, ona 
draft upon the Post Office Department for that 
amount, dated 18th April, 1835; but which the de- 
partment refused to pay at maturity, on the grounds 
that Reeside, the drawer of the draft, was indebted to 
the government, The amendment would, in the 
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event of an award in favor of the claimant, secure 
by an act of justice, the payment of an innocent suf- 
erer. 

Mr. HAYWOOD remarked that he had a motion 
to submit; which, if successful, would supersede the 
necessity of the amendment proposed by the Sena- 
tor from Maryland. His motion was to substitute 
for the bill now before the Senate, the bill which ac- 
tually passed the Senate last session. It would 
be in the recollection of the Senate, that when 
the subject was then up, the bill reported by the 
Judiciary Committee—the same in substance as that 
now under consideration—a very strong and suc- 
cessful opposition was made to it on the grounds 
just urged by the Senator from Maryland. After 
considerable discussion, the Senate came to the deci- 
sion of adopting an amendment, the effect of which 
was to change the whole bill, and it finally assumed 
the shape in which it was passed. Instead 
of authorizing the Treasury Department to 
poy any amount awarded by the Auditor, the 

ill which was passed directed the Third Au- 
ditor to investigate the claim as urged by the 
claimant, and also the grounds of opposition 
urged by the Post Office Department, and to report 
to Congress the result of his examination, together 
with the facts and grounds upon which he should 
make a specific award, if any—leaving it to Con- 

ress, in view of the whole case, to pass such a 

aw as it should deem proper for the final adjust- 
ment of the claim. 

Mr. MERRICK, in view of the motion suggested 
by the senator from North Carolina, withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN had all this time supposed— 
and he believed it was the understanding a auie. 
men around him—that the bill under discussion was 
the same as that which passed last session. Indeed, 
he had stated, in the few remarks he had made, that 
it was the same bill, believing, from what he had 
heard around him, (not having read the bill himseif,) 
that it was the same. He now rose to say that he 
had not any objection to the motion of the senator 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. HAYWOOD then made the motion to sub- 
stitute the bill of last session in the form in which it 
passed. 

And the amendment was adopted. 

On further motion of Mr. HAYWOOD, the 
words “Fourth Auditor” were substituted for 
“Third Auditor.” 

The bill, as amended, was reported back to the 
Senate, and ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time. 

The engrossed bill entitled, ‘A bill granted lands 
to the State of Indiana, the better to enabie that 
State to complete the Wabash and Erie canal from 
Terre Haute to the Ohio river,” next came up, and 
was read a third time. 

On the question, ‘Shall this bill pass?” 

Mr. NILES expressed the pleasure it would af- 
ford him to vote for this bill if he could do so in jus- 
tice to himself or consistently with the principles he 
had heretofore sustained. He had Leama with 
great attention to the arguments urged in favor of 
the measure by the senator from Michigan, when 
the bill was up last; but they had failed to convince 
him that the purposqto which this grant of lands 
was to be applied was a national, and not a local 
State measure. He strongly objected to the bill on 
the ground that it involved the important unautho- 
ead principle that it is the duty of this government 
to aid, by grants of money or its equivalent, 
the States in the construction of their works of in- 
ternal improvement. He had not been able to per- 
ceive in this meagure any special grounds for its ex- 
emption from the — which he held, that the 
aoe government had no power of this kind. 

ad the proposition been to give the State the pre- 
emption right of entering those lands at the mini- 
mum om for the purpose of aiding in the construc- 
tion of this work, he should not object; but to donate 
the lands was the same as to donate the money, the 
proceeds of these lands, to the State of Indiana, for 

urposes of internal improvement. All! that had 
lear said in faver of this public work might be very 
true; but it was impossible to divest it of its local 
character ; and if this case were admitted as a special 
case, where was the limitation which could deny to 
every other State a similar favor urged upon similar 
grounds? The question was, whether Congress 
could at all appropriate the funds of the government, 
or, what is the same, the lands which form a part of 
the source of its funds, for State purposes; and 
whatever might have been his opinion in re+ 
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lation to the appropriations for the formation || to them; and for what purpose? 


of the Cumberland road, for which he had voted 
then believing it to be an exception to the gene 


such power was vested by the constitution in the 
nera] government. 

Mr. HANNEGAN declared that, if the bill in its 
purpose, provisions, or tendency, had any squinting 
towards the assumption of State debts, it was far, 
very far, from his intention or that of his colleague. 
They acted on the conviction that a work which 
was to form the only continuous communication 
between the navigable waters of the North and 
East and the South and West of this extensive 
Union, was a great national work, and not 
a mere local State improvement. And what 
really was the proposition of the bill? That 
the general government should donate to the 
State of Indiana, the better to enable her to com- 
plete this national chain of water communication, 
certain portions of the public domain which have 
been forty years in the market without being in de- 
mand; the result of such donation being perfectly ob- 
vious that, in consequence of the effect it will have, the 
remainder of these public lands, now perfectly valu- 
less and unsaleable, will be at once rendered valua- 
ble and available to the publictreasury by being 
brought into the market under the most favorable 
circurnstances. Ifthis work were not in existence, 
the whole of these lands, in all probability, would 
remain unproductive to the general government. 
But encourage its completion, and they become at 
once a productive source of revenue. It was not on 
this ground alone that the friends of the bill urged 
it upon Congress. They advocated it as a measure 
essentially national in its character. Its object was 
to unite the navigable waters of the North and the 
South. In the event of a war with any forei 
power, ita utility to the general government in the 
transport of troops and munitions of war, in safety, 
by internal navigation, would be incalculable. In 
this respect alone, it would repay many fold the 
value of the grant required. 

Mr. W BRIDGE remarked that the polic 
of the bill before the Senate rested upon a basis s 
together different from that alluded to by the hon- 
orable senator from Connecticut, [Mr. Nives.] It 
‘was apparent that this government had placed itself 
in the situation of a great landholder. illions of 
acres of the public domain were within its control, 
and for what purpose? That it might be made 
available as a source of revenue. In what wa 
could it best be made available to that end? Was it 
by letting it lie unimproved, as all the public lands 
within the Vincennes district were? The officers of 
the government had declared many years ago that 
it was not atall fit for cultivation. It has been forty 
years in the market every day, and yet not a pur- 
chaser has appeared. How, then, is it to be made 
available? There is an intrinsic value in all your 
Jands—that value which is imparted to it by run- 
ning through it roads, railways, and the growing up 
of towns and villages—a value imparted to it by 
the industry of those who surround it. With the 
good policy of the State under whose auspices this 

reat public work grew up, before us, was it just 
that those who desire benefit from it should pay not 
acent? If you own a lot in thg city of New York, 
and it should be deemed proper by the council of 
that city that the sidewalks should be improved 
and the streets paved, are you not compelled to pay 
your proportion of the expenses, when your own 
property becomes doubly or trebly valuable in con- 
sequence of those improvements? It is a principle 
founded upon natural justice—founded upon the 
usages of society, and applicable to all the real es- 
tate throughout the United States. 

Now, he would ask, what object was to be gained 
by refusing to appropriate to a useful purpose land 
of this description? Did it make it more valnable? 
It was proposed thut the State of Indiana should 
have this public land, which could not otherwise be 
made available, for the purpose of excavating a 
canal. By whose labor and industry was this im- 
parted value to be given to it? Not by the general 
government. But was it justand right that Con- 
gress should remain with arms folded, and look on, 
and derive all the benefits of the hard labor, without 
offering its aid in the manner proposed? It was not 
just. The only wise policyin regard to this land 
was to dispose of it in such a way as to make it 
most valuable. What is its condition at present? 
It is reported by officers of the government that it 
is not worth one cent. All that the people of In- 
diana ask is, that you will transfera portion of it 
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That they may 
run a canal through it, which will impart to it a’char- 


| acter and a value that it will never have without 
rule, he had since come to the conviction that no | that improvement. 


Will the government refuse to 
increase the value of its own land?—increase its own 
finds, by pursing this policy—a policy which will, 
at the same time, contribute to the prosperity and 


| happiness of those around. 


t was upon these principles that the policy of the 
bill was founded; and he trusted it would receive 
the sanction of the Senate. 

Mr. BENTON conceived there would be little 
hesitation about this matter, if the Senate was ac- 
quainted with the nature and history of the Vin- 
cennes tract of the public lands, a portion of which 
he understood was to be appropriated by this bill. 
Vincennes was settled by the French, in 1680; since 


| which great inducements to occupy and improve 


those lands had been held out by three governments, 
but without effect, so worthless have they always 
been considered in their primitive condition. The 
government of France, the government of England, 
and since the revolution that of the United States, 
had invited settlers on these lands; but they are still 


_awilderness. The judgment of one hundred and 
| fifty years had been pronounced upon them as un- 


profitable; and if they now can be at last rendered 


available by the proposed work of improvement, he 
| considered it soun 
| required facility. 


policy to afford that work the 


r. NILES said his two main objections had not 
been removed by anything yet urged upon the sub- 


| ject. One was, that this was not a national, 


ut a local work of internal 
The other, that Congress possessed no con- 
stitutional power to make such donations. ‘hat 
it is a local State measure, is incontrovertable 
from the fact that the control and benefits of the 
work are to be vested in the State government. He 
denied that there was force enough in the argument 
of the length of time in which the lands had been 
in market, to affect the principle that they could be 
donated by the general government for State pur- 
poses. The progressive increase of population 
would, in time, materially produce a demand 


improvement. 


| for them, and they would then become valu- 


able and profitable to the general government. 
How far the United States were to be benefited b 
this work remained yet to be proved. He consid- 
ered it the duty of every State to carry on its own 
necessary improvements with its own funds. He 
demanded the yeas and nays on the passage of this 
bill. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN considered the work for 
which this donation was asked, as one of the great- 
est importance in many respects, and particularly in 
regard to the connection it would accomplish of the 
great water navigation of remote sections of the 
Union. If this were not a national work, he should 
really feel at a loss to discover how it was to be dis- 
tinguished from one; for every public work like it 
was, to a certain extent, at once local and national, 
differing only in degree; and the degree in which 
this work was national was conspicuously eminent. 
He should give his vote for the bill with great pleas- 
ure, because he rejoiced in seizing every opportuni- 
ty of making such appropriations to the States for 
national improvements. He was only surprised to 
find those who so tenaciously held on to the doc- 
trine of reducing and graduating the price of the 
public lands, so averse to this mode of disposing of 
them. It was certainly far more advisable than the 
wasteful scheme of reduction and graduation of the 
price of the public lands, every day urged and brought 
forward in Congress. He hoped this bill would receive 
the support of a large majority in the Senate. Who- 
ever looks to the map of the United States must see 
that the work to be completed by the aid of this do- 
nation is essentially and predominantly national in 
its character. He should always be ready to vote 
for any appropriation to improve even the naviga- 
tion of the Wabash river. This land, and much 
more, ought to be given freely to the State of In- 
diana, to enable her to accomplish the great works 
of internal improvement which she has yet unfin- 
ished. 

Mr. BAGBY gave his reasons why he could not 
vote for the bill. He had listened attentively to all 
that had been urged in its favor by the friends of 
the measure, and particularly the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands. But these arguments 
left untouched the main principle which should 
govern Congress in this matter. If ever any one 
question had been settled by the democracy of this 
country it was, that the general government ought 





not to e in schemes of internal improvemenj, 


The honorable senator from Kentucky thinks it im. | 


ible to draw the line between works of in 
Improvement of a national character and of a} 
character. Now, according to his (Mr. Bacsy’s) 
conception, the line of demarcation was perfect} 
clear and obvious. Worksofa national characte, 
should be conducted and controlled by the general 
government exclusively; and those belonging to 
any State, by its own State government. It is ng. 
tional when the general government undertakes jt 
for its own purposes, and with its own means. |t is 
local when the State government undertakes it, con. 
trols it, and =p to itself its benefits. Where 
was the power to be found in the constitution of giv. 
ing toa State the means, control, and benefit of an 
work of internal improvement? This bill calls on 
the general government to advance to the State of 
Indiana the means of completing one of its public 
works. It was not the general government that 
called for this work, or originated it. It was the 
State government of Indiana, for its own purposes 
and benefit. Ifthe general government wanted jt 
for national purposes, it would have originated it 
and carried it on by its own officers, and with its 
own means. 

It was very true that the graduation and reduction 
of the price of the public lands were cherished ob- 
jects in many of the States; but how could this be 
promoted by such grants as that now proposed, if 
the effect was to be such as the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands anticipated—that of en- 
hancing the price of the alternate sections in the 
hands of the government to $2 50 per acre, instead 
of the present minimum price of $1 25? The true 
object of the friends of reduction and graduation was 
to give to every man a home upon the cheapest 
terms possible—to enable every man to secure him- 
self the independence of a home. This was far, far 
better than schemes of engaging the general govern- 
ment in gigantic schemes o Scheme improvement. 
He never could consent to making the general gov- 
ernment a mere instrument of the States for carry- 
ing on their own speculations in works of internal 
improvement. 

r. BREESE was very much surprised at the 
—— urged by the senator from Connecticut, 
{[Mr. Nives,] and no less surprised at the remarks 
of the senator from Alabama, [Mr. Bacsy;] both of 
whom seemed to look upon this work as a mere 
local measure of internal improvement, and nothin, 
else. Now, he and his colleague supported and ad- 
vocated the bill on the express ground that the work 
to which it upplied was pre-eminently national in its 
character ano. design. This work is not at all of 
that class of works of internal improvement which 
are local and for State purposes. The very first 
section showed that the bill contemplated the com- 
pletion of a great national work, the effect of which 
would be not to take means from the treasury, but 
to supply and enhance its resources. Mr. B. here 
adverted to an instance in point, wherein an eighty- 
acre fraction of land in Illinois, not worth more than 
$1 25 per acre, (being a mere sand bank,) was, b 
a public work, aided by a similar donation of land, 
rendered so valuable that it yielded ultimately to the 
treasury upwards of $90,000. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were taken on 
the passage of the bill, and resulted—yeas 3], nays 
8, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bates, 
Bayard, Benton, Berrien, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Dayton, Evans, Fairfield, Foster of Tennessee, 
Francis, Hannegan, Huntington, Johnson, Merrick, More- 
head, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tapper, 
Upham, White, and Woodbridge—31. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bagby, Foster of New 
York, Haywood, Huger, McDuffie, and Niles—S 

Mr. MERRICK, on leave, introduced a bill au- 
thorizing the making of contracts for transporting 
the mail of the United®States on railroads; which 
was read twice, and,referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Senate 
adjourn it will adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time spent therein, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 2, 1845. 

Mr. TIBBATTS asked leave to introduce the bill 
for the admission of Texas into the Union, of which 
he 0 notice on Tuesday, and which will be found 
in that day’s paper, 
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